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           P Pastor Nancy E. RethfordGrace   Notes...
Sometimes I’m asked about how I’m able to bring an inspira-
tional message to a live audience every week. I’ve been giving 
about 50 messages a year for 29 years. That’s about 1500 
sermons with about ⅓ of them given twice. I like to joke about 
how it takes weeks to make a very short speech and just 
hours to prepare for a 30 minute talk. But that’s not quite 
what preaching is like. 

There was a time when I felt that sermons (a.k.a. Life Les-
sons or Messages) were my personal offerings to God. The 
people from the pews didn’t affect my countenance while I 
was preaching, because they were, after all, just listening in.  
At the meet and greet after worship I learned that they truly 
were listening. Still I put up my guard. This personal testimo-
ny did not want judgement. Only at home did I let myself go 
into panic thinking, “What did I say? Is anyone going to be 
angry?”  Of course, when the Gospel is preached, it will raise 
defenses in some of us. In my younger years, I would start 
my ministry battle there. 

But today, I see the life lesson as a budding message from 
God.  The seeds of the message begin months in advance. The 
Holy Spirit, as it moves through the church, will highlight 
themes or specific missions. As I dwell in the Spirit with the 
Lectionary text (a commonly used three-year series for many 
denominations) those themes begin to take form. 

The next phase of the life lesson brings an outline of the 
series to the staff and with their input and my ears to the 
leadership of the church, I hear the Holy Spirit forming the 
messages for the coming season. We bring the message to 
you each week through our resources, not my 1,500-sermon 
experience. Sermons are no longer a personal offering to 
God, they’re a blessed community offering. None-the-less the 
sermon doesn’t fully flower there. 

Anyone who sees me on Saturday night, can only assume I 
will not have enough time to prepare a 15 minute message 
for Sunday morning.  But I know that TIME has nothing to do 
with God’s message. God, the Lord of Time, is capable of giv-
ing me “stretch time,” doing more than humanly possible in 

minutes, or “crunch time,” 
freezing my brain so I can’t 
get it done. 

Regardless of how much 
time I’ve allowed myself, I 
open myself up to God’s will 
and very soon we are listen-
ing to the Sunday message. 
That’s where the sermon 
takes on a life lesson for 

you.  It travels on the Holy Spirit to the open heart. And since 
the open heart has a need that only God can fill, the Holy 
Spirit will light up the part of the message that fits your soul, 
feeding you, calling you, taking you deeper into worship. 
 
Sometimes when we get the music, liturgy, visuals and mes-
sage coordinated and when you come prayed up and prepared 
for anything, we create a bit of Heaven on Earth in our 
worship space. From my perspective, it is a pleasure to work 
with our Sunday Volunteers in bringing our best to God every 
week. Let the Glory of the Lord rise among us!  P 

2| ......Norene Treudt
   | ......Linda Worthington
3| ......Orville & Joy Grammer
4| ......Leslie Singh
7| ......Arthur Lagasca
10| ....Donna Sandberg-Keck
11| ....Barbara Nelsen
15| ....Charles Fortner
20| ....Matt & Jenny Tracey
21| ....Becky Hall
23| ....Christopher Hendricks
     | ....Melodee Klingberg
27| ....Bob Howard
     | ....Julie Saviano
29| ....Adam Morrissey
31| ....Sarah Rohr

Birthdays & AnniversariesP  March  P
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P I Love to Tell the Story 

 — do You?
How can we tell the Story of our Christian Life?   A preacher 
gives a single voice through the Life Lesson each week. Can 
we take our single voice and multiply it?  Add actors or read-
ers? Be more dramatic during our March lead up to Easter?  
To do this, we need your voice, reading from a script, at a 
recording session. Text 630-360-0471 with your interest in 
lending your voice.  Recording sessions will be determined by 
the availability of the volunteers.  P

P Sundays

Call For Hospitality
 

We have 18 faithful servants committed to greeting and ush-
ering on Sundays. Their service comes with prayer and being 
on time to their post. It’s great to be in worship on Sundays, 
so why not come a bit earlier and volunteer to greet?

On Saturday, March 11 we need everyone to find their place 
with hospitality. Starting at 8:30 am set up crew for the 
Green Fair and church greeters will begin their morning. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center or text Michael Horsley 
at 630-674-6664.

Later that day a set-up group will transform the room into an 
auditorium for our performance of “For the Joy of It! Music 
and Comedy from the 30’s, 40’s, and 50’s.”  Ron Benner is 
taking volunteers for set up, tear down and greeting. 

We need your “Joy for the Lord” to welcome guests on March 
11 and Sundays. Consider your application approved. You may 
start your new job…. Now.  P

P Ash Wednesday

Every Year...
... Christians begin Lent with a humble act of marking fore-
heads with the sign of the cross. They hear the words “repent 
and believe in the Gospel.”  They invite God to rule over 
their lives and they begin anew to study the word of God. 
Those who believe that mortal existence is nothing but dust 
and ashes without God welcome the opportunity for sacred 
moments like Ash Wednesday. On March 1, 2017, will you let 
someone place a mark of ashes in the sign of the cross on 
your forehead?   

Drive thru Ashes will be administered at the East Entrance 
under the portico from 11:00 am - 1 pm, and 4:30 pm - 6:30 
pm. Instructions are to pull forward as directed and shut 
off your engine. Pastor Nancy or Pastor Leslie will greet the 
driver and ask who wants to receive the ashes.  Words of 
institution will be said. After your carload receives you can 
drive forward and out of the lot. 

A short service of Word, music and Life Lesson will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. on March 1st. Administration of Ashes and Oil 
will be offered.  Holy Communion will be shared on March 5 
during 10 am worship. P

P Open House 

You’re Invited!
90th Birthday Party
for Bob Howard
Saturday, March 25

1:00 PM – 3:30 PM
at church.  P
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P Judi Horsley

Maybe you have noticed the three gallon infused water 
dispenser put out the last two Sundays and taken a drink. 
If so, you have already participated in Rethink Your Drink!

Our church is now a partner in the Healthy West Chicago 
and Illinois Alliance to Prevent Obesity through Rethink 
Your Drink. More information will be made available 
throughout the year.

The first things we can all do is check the serving size of our 
drinks and check the amount of sugar per serving. Most of 
us don’t measure in grams, but contents of drinks are listed 
in grams. An easy tool is to divide the grams listed by 4 and 
that will give you the number of teaspoons in the drink. For 
example, an 8oz drink with 16g of sugar equals 4 teaspoons 
of sugar. Knowing the measurements will help us all make 
healthier choices!   P 

  StewardshipCorner
“In the Holy Land are two ancient bodies of water. Both 
are fed by the Jordan River. In one, fish play and roots find 
sustenance. In the other, there is no splash of fish, no sound 
of bird, no leaf around. The difference is not in the Jordan, 
for it empties into both, but in the Sea of Galilee: for every 
drop taken in one goes out. It gives and lives. The other gives 
nothing. And it is called the Dead Sea.”  This quote from 
William Sloane Coffin, former pastor at Riverside Church, New 
York City reminds us that all that we have is a gift from God 
and we have the choice of how to use it.  Let all of us seek to 
be like the Sea of Galilee-giving and living.   P 



L First United Methodist & First Congregational Church of West Chicago  L page 5

Foundation of DuPage County.  The fair will provide an oppor-
tunity for churches in the Aurora/Elgin Districts to network, 
connect with green resources and increase awareness of this 
vital, growing mininstry. 

Registration can be found online at 
www.umcnic.org/th_event/united-methodist-green-fair/.  P 

Come to the Church on Saturday, March 11, 2017 from 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for a Green Fair sponsored by the Northern 
Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church Sustain-
ability Task Force and the First United Methodist Church 
of West Chicago.  The NIC Sustainability Task Force was 
formed by the Bishop approximately three (3) years ago to 
develop pathways for greening the churches and properties 
of the NIC.  The idea of Green Fairs grew out of this task 
force.  Mike and Judi Horsley along with Pastor Nancy Reth-
ford are task force members.    

The theme of the Green Fair will be “Growing Green Togeth-
er”.  Featured Speakers will be Bishop Sally Dyck, Dr. Timothy 
Eberhart from Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary and 
UMC Earthkeeper, Rev. Harriett Cross.  Presentations will 
be made by S.C.A.R.C.E., Faith in Place and the Conservation 

 

  Saturday, March 11, 2017  
  9 am-12 noon

  Featuring Resources for your  
  Congregation and Networking 
 for Sustainable Ministry

Featured Speakers:
 · Bishop Sally Dyck
 · Faith in Place
 · S.C.A.R.C.E.
 · Dr. Timothy Eberhart, GETS
 · Conservation Foundation
 · Earthkeeper Rev. Harriett Cross

Children’s Ministry:  
Let’s play with dirt! And other child care 

activities while guardians talk.

Register online:  
www.umcnic.org/ th_event/united-methodist-green-fair/

First United Methodist Church
643 E. Washington, West Chicago, Illinois

 United Methodist
  Green FairP Mike Horsley

 

  Saturday, March 11, 2017  
  9 am-12 noon

  Featuring Resources for your  
  Congregation and Networking 
 for Sustainable Ministry

Featured Speakers:
 · Bishop Sally Dyck
 · Faith in Place
 · S.C.A.R.C.E.
 · Dr. Timothy Eberhart, GETS
 · Conservation Foundation
 · Earthkeeper Rev. Harriett Cross

Children’s Ministry:  
Let’s play with dirt! And other child care 

activities while guardians talk.

Register online:  
www.umcnic.org/ th_event/united-methodist-green-fair/

First United Methodist Church
643 E. Washington, West Chicago, Illinois

 United Methodist
  Green Fair
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Loving 
GOD

Following 
JESUS

Serving 
OTHERS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
       OF WEST CHICAGO

Cal  endar

Sundays 10:00 am Worship
 11:00 am Fellowship
 11:30 am Bible Study in the Chapel
 6 pm Sunday Potluck
 6:30 pm The Station (youth 12 & over)

Wednesdays 6:00 pm Soup Supper
 6:30 pm The Cross & Our Story Study
 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

Thursdays 8:00 pm Prayer in the Chapel

Saturdays 1:00 pm Financial Peace University

March 
 1 9:30 am Crafts @ Church
  11:30am-1pm Drive Thru Ashes
  4:30-6:30pm Drive Thru Ashes
  7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship
 4 10:00 am UMCW Meeting
  11:30 am Women’s Cluster Luncheon
 7 7:00 pm Worship Hospitality
 8 7:00 pm For the Joy Of It Rehearsal
 11 8:00 am Green Fair
  7:30 pm For the Joy Of It
 12   Daylight Savings Time Begins
 13 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 14 6:30 pm Trustees
 15 9:30 am Crafts @  Church
 18 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
  9:30 am Church Council
  11:00 am Unity Band Rehearsal
 19   Youth Sunday
 24 7:00 pm Communications
 25 10:30 am Unity Band Rehearsal
  1:00 pm Bob Howard’s 80th Birthday Open House
 27 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 28 7:00 pm Finance

April 
 1 9:30 am Women’s Breakfast
 8 9:00 am Bunny Breakfast Eggstravaganza
 12 6:00 am Soup Supper
  6:30 pm Maundy Worship
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Everyone please check your contact information on the 
spread sheets at the Connect Center Desk.

The Communications Team has set a goal of having a church 
directory and a brochure published before Easter. Your 
prayers for this ministry are appreciated.. P

P Pastor Nancy E. Rethford

An in-house church directory is being made in March.  All 
families and singles need to sign up at the Connect Center for 
a quick photo.

After worship those being photographed that day will get 
in line in the Education Wing where Uwe Gsedl will have a  
photography studio set up.

Picture Directory Time Sundays
March  5  |  12  |  19  |  26
after worship

P Linda Stoynoff

Here are some tips for reducing your energy bills and helping 
save the planet God gave us.  I’m trying to consider one new 
thing each month to do to be more green – I’d encourage you 
to do the same.
Visit www.comed.com/homesavings for info on rebates and 
discounts for new appliances, high efficiency equipment, 
lighting and others.
We love that you recycle batteries at the church but it would 
be even better if you use rechargeable batteries.  They do cost 

Green Energy Tips more, but can be recharged up to 10 times – they don’t cost 
10 times as much!
Use cold water in your washing machine when possible. As 
much as 90 percent of the energy used to wash clothes goes 
to heating water and most detergents are now created to 
work well in cold water.  I wash essentially everything in cold 
water.
Turn your refrigerator up to 37°–40°F, and turn the freezer 
to 5°F.  Keep your water heater set below 125°F. 
Use LED lightbulbs (which are even more efficient than com-
pact fluorescent bulbs) in lights you use the most.  They are 
more expensive, but are great for well used lights.  I found 
some for $2 each recently for 60 watt equivalent bulbs. P

March 5 March 12 March 19 March 26

Notes Communion Sharing Our Blessings Communion Noisy Cans

Flowers $10/ar-
rangement

Bruce Treudt
Linda Worthington

Judi & Michael Horsley
* Please Sign Up *

Susan Hall
Linda Johnson
Georgeanna Horn

Judi & Michael Horsley
Betty Rohr
Donna Howard

Lay Reader Patty Nelson Pearl Schoenberger Lucy Nelson * Please Sign Up *

Hospitality Morrie Teal
John Singh
Mel Wuest
Mason Dupasquier

Barbara Nelsen
Paul Dupasquier
Jennifer Dupasquier
Ella Gsedl

Tom Thomas
Dave Morrissey
Robin Morrissey
Linda Johnson

Greg Watts
Don DeRouin
Karen Sanders
Wen-Jin Gsedl

A/V Tom Thomas Catherine Chezem Paul Dupasquier John Singh

Sanctuary Setup Burt Andrews
Mike Horsley

Church of the Nazarene Men’s Breakfast Tom Thomas
Gary Chezem

Visitation V: Mike & Judi
C: Dorothy Kerner
B: Judi Horsley

V: Erlaine & Howard
C: Gigi Hendricks
B: Donna Howard

V: Judy & Eileen
C: Jenny Tracey
B: Susan Hall

V: Lana & Karen
C: Judi Horsley
B: Betty Rohr
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remember that we are in charge of the effort and God is in 
charge of the outcome, according to His plan. In the hospital; 
the doctors will prescribe; nurses will attend to us; surgeons 
will cut and we have the easy part and that is to do as they 
instruct and let God do the healing, if that is His will.

Do we not believe this? Does our faith leave us from time 
to time? Of course it does, but we need to stop and consider 
Bible verses and renew our faith. ’..help my unbelief,’ (Mark 
9:24) Our God does not forsake us. Did he leave Daniel in the 
Lion’s den to be attacked or the 3 Jewish boys in the fiery 
furnace to die? Now we may not face things this dramatic, 
but when we or our loved ones face Cancer, Alzheimer’s 
disease, loss of a family member, economic hardships, or 
emotional darkness, He is with us and He will help us through 
it, but only ‘one day at a time.’ We must also remember that 
we have an advocate, a helper in the Holy Spirit so we are not 
alone with our adversities. He has our back at all times. What 
a comforting deal that is!

Willian Lane Craig in his book ‘On Guard’ says that in his 
life when he asked God for guidance he was shown a way, 
but only the next step. I doubt if I could handle knowing the 
whole path and so God conceals that from me, and I know 
now that I must be patient. I have this vision of the Holy 
Spirit holding a clipboard with my name on it, and He has 
a schedule on it of what I will encounter today and who I 
will meet.  “ For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah)

‘Thy Word is a light unto my path,’ as the song says. Not 
where you will end up, but where to go and what to do today. 
‘One of my favorite recordings is Dinah Washington singing, 
“What a difference a day makes Twenty-four little hours” 
‘Lord for my sake, teach me to take One day at a time.’

Just musing one day at a time.  P 

P Mel’s Musing by Mel Wuest

During the Korean War American prisoners observed that 
some POWs would retreat to a corner in the compound, curl 
up and refuse to talk, refuse all help, and ask only to be left 
alone. In about forty-eight hours they were dead. Apparently, 
they just quit living. The troops quickly adopted the name of 
‘Giveup-itis’ for this condition. One of the great lessons that 
the POWs learned through their captivity was to live one day 
at a time.

The Army appointed a panel of doctors to investigate the 
causes and to recommend measures to prevent Give-upitis 
from happening in the future. However, the Army doctors 
simply could not bring themselves to write that their recom-
mendation for a cure for this was prayer, faith in God, and 
compassion.

‘One day at a time sweet Jesus that’s all I’m asking from you.
Just give me the strength to do every day what I have to do.’ 

For this we must have faith. Faith that tells us that God is 
still in charge and He will keep His word to make everything 
right according to His will: “…for those who love Him and are 
called according to His purpose” as Paul writes in Romans. 
We worry when difficulties happen because we cannot see the 
outcome. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.”(Hebrews11:1,KJV) “Therefore, 
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself”.(Matthew 6:34)

Allowing our minds to address what is happening one day at 
a time will make sure that we don’t try to get ahead of God’s 
plans and needlessly worry. “Let not your heart be trou-
bled.”(John 14:1) Our faith should tell us that He knows what 
He is doing. In the Bible the rich man wanted greater barns 
for his large harvest, but he was called by God before he could 
enjoy it.

‘Yesterday’s gone Sweet Jesus and tomorrow may never be 
mine’ is the truth that we must know in our hearts. We often 
like to ‘war game’ our problems and predict what will happen 
if things go this way or that way when in reality since we 
are not in charge we have no idea of God’s plan. We should 

One Day At A Time
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Moments At Worship
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offering.
 
Signing off for now… 
Pearl Schoenberger, President of the great UMCW  P

P Pearl Schoenberger

 United Methodist & Congregational Women
The UMCW will be holding its normal MONTHLY MEETING 
ON MARCH 4TH @10:00.  But we will also be holding the 
Cluster Luncheon for UMW ladies organizations within our 
area.  What time did you ask??? 11:30am for some great 
chicken tetrazzini.

We are having a great guest speaker on March 4th.  Alison 
Costanzo, Executive Director of the St. Charles Historical 
Museum.

Plus we are attempting to connect with the Winfield Communi-
ty UMC group at Winfield United Methodist Church.  We have 
reached out to them and have offered to exchange ideas/
thoughts/concerns and blessings to help with each organiza-
tion.  It is within good faith that we are hopeful to exchange a 
crossroads of fellowship with our local church in Winfield.
 
The UMCW craft workshops have restarted.  The ladies 
always have something “crafty” up their sleeves.
 
Don’t forget it is getting that time of the year when the birds 
are singing, flowers are blooming and little children are 
looking forward to our annual Easter Egg Hunt – April 8th .  
In a group effort with the Men’s group, the Sunday School / 
Youth group and the UMCW, this year will be an exciting year!  
Starting off with breakfast, cooked by our wonderful Men’s 
group,  (the president of the UMCW  wants to see a “free will” 
offering for breakfast and that needs to be agreed upon); 
this will be an opportunity to pass out communication about 
our church.  This will be a great opportunity to welcome our 
neighbors once again and see what they can “recommend” to 
our church and help to build our church with more opportuni-
ties to bless all of us within the great West Chicago area.
 
As an early reminder, West Chicago will be having their annu-
al Blooming Fest and the UMCW always helps out in any and 
all ways that is possible.  This is such a great event. Not only 
do you get to meet your neighbors, but it’s a great way to get 
the fresh “whiff” of spring – dirt, flowers, trees, and plants…
 
April 9th is Palm Sunday and the launch of our World Thank 

Order Your Gourmet Pecan Pie!

Gourmet Pecan Pies are once 
again being made by the UMCW. 
Only $12/whole pie ($6/½ pie). 
There is a sign-up sheet, be sure 
to order your pies by April 12.
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If you have questions about any of the information in this 
report, I will be glad to give you more details.  You may e-mail 
your questions to me at 
roberta-kent@hotmail.com 
or call me at (630) 653-1692  P. 

P Finance Committee  P  Roberta Kent

Following is a summary of income and expenses for the first 
month of 2017.  Income for the month of January was not 
sufficient to cover all expenses. Although snowplowing bills 
were low, our quarterly insurance bill was $2,301.25 and we 
had an unanticipated bill for $1,350 for the pastor’s health in-
surance. We ended the month with a negative cash balance of 
over $1,200.00 and but with all bills paid except conference 
apportionments.  Your continued financial support is greatly 
appreciated.

Financial Update

Senior Pastor:  Nancy Rethford
revrethford@gmail.com | (630) 360-0471 Cell

First United Methodist Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 915 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-3344 | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
www.FirstUmcUcc.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Friday | 8 am - 4 pm
Thursday | 6 pm - 10 pm

First Congregational Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 458 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-1306

Youth Pastor:   
   Leslie Singh | piepielac@yahoo.com
Music Director:  
   Ron Benner | choochooron@aol.com
Lay Leader (UMC):   
   Lana Runyan | grandmar96@hotmail.com
Church Council Chair:  
   Lucy Nelson | nelucy@yahoo.com
Moderator (FCC):  
   Erlaine Born 
Administrative Assistant:  
   Lisa Marie Vogt | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:  
   Uwe Gsedl | ugsedl@earthlink.net
Photography (unless otherwise noted):  
   Judi Horsley | judithhorsley@comcast.net
Custodian:  
   Jacob Vogt

Financial Update

CHURCH INCOME
Amounts Received:
 Contribution Income ............................................... $18,488.51
 Building Rental and Miscellaneous ........................... 3,443.00
 Total Income as of 1/31/17 ....................................$21,931.51

Other Available Funds:
 Cash Carried Forward From 2016 ..................................42.44
 Total Available Funds .............................................$21,973.95

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE
Amounts Paid:
 Staff Salaries and Benefits .................................... $12,144.97
 Mortgage Interest ....................................................... 2,954.89
 Building and Property Maintenance ............................367.99
 Utilities ......................................................................... 1,924.92
 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) ........2,758.19
 Operating and Office Expense ....................................1,124.58
 Mission and Outreach .....................................................760.89
 Ministry and Worship .....................................................100.00
 Principal Reduction on Mortgage ..............................1,367.57
 Total Amounts Paid as of 1/31/17 ....................... $23,180.21

Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid:
 UMC Conference Apportionments .......................... $1,565.00
 Other Unpaid Bills ............................................................... 0.00
 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 1/31/17 ....... $1,565.00
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630-231-3344
wegoumcucc@gmail.com

m

Saturday, APRIL 8, 2017
                                       9-11 AM                            

Bunny Breakfast: 
Pancakes, Gluten-Free Pancakes, Sausage & Beverages

Games & Activity Centers

Bunny Breakfast
Eggstravaganza

For Children Through 5th Grade           starts at 10:30 AM

& Easter Egg Hunt

FREE!

Easter Flowers
Order your Easter 
flowers by 
Sunday, March 19

Narcissus - $7.50          
                           each

Tulip - $7.50 each

Order your  
flowers on Sunday 
morning or contact 
the church office 
(630-231-3344; 
wegoumcucc@gmail.com) 
to place your order.


