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Today testimonial continues to be the best marketing 
tool for leading a person to Christ. In the social world 
we look for “reviews” and quotations from consumers 
to make our decision on every product and business. 
We wouldn’t go to a restaurant that didn’t have at 
least 4 stars and a friend’s recommendation.  Could it 
be the same for the church? What kind of testimonial 
do people need to open up their hearts to the Lord?

In Jesus’ day parables and dramatic stories along 
with miracles convinced the crowd. Today, if we quote 
the Bible, they stop listening. They’ll listen to a great 
miracle story, but convince themselves that miracles 
are for people who believe without doubt. Therefore, 
with doubt or skepticism they cannot see the miracle 
of God’s Kingdom present every day.  

So let’s get some training from today’s marketing. 
First what you say is more important than the number 
of stars you give your church. A post from Content 
Marketing Institute also said, “Statements like ‘great 
product’ or ‘love it’” don’t cut it. Instead, your testimo-
nials should describe what is so great about your prod-
uct or service and how it benefited your customers.”

Now let’s translate. What is so great about your rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ? What do you find at your 
church that is so supportive of that relationship with 
Jesus Christ?  Simply, what is the benefit of being a 
church going Christian?

Friends, we can no longer afford to use a passive 
witness to bring people into the church. People appre-
ciate our faithfulness, but they do not experience the 
benefit. It’s like knowing that everyone says Pal Joey’s 
is the great verses experiencing the food and social 
ethic of this local restaurant. You know what to do to 
get your friends into a good business. Testify and then 
bring them. 

In Late Epiphany I challenged you to “See the People” 
in public places. Pray for them by name. Ask them 
where they are stressed. I’m delighted that a few have 
accepted this challenge. One even brought that person 
to church.
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PASTOR NANCY BLADE  P It seems that the only news 
we hear about the United Methodist Church is negative. 
I’m here to tell you about the good news of how hope is 
coming back into our denomination and local church.

Though the decline in the United Methodist Church may 
have many causes, the primary problem is that satisfied 
customers are not talking about the church. When I hear 
“that was a great service, Pastor. I wish more people 
were here to enjoy it” I know we have a product worthy 
of potential “customers” (a.k.a. constituents). Honestly 
we have not told the crowds of unchurched people about 
Jesus Christ for decades.

We have an invisible, indescribable, incompressible God! 
How awesome to believe in Him. WHY?  You may priori-
tize these responses differently but in general, there are 
three reasons a Christian believes in an intangible Savior 
of all the World.

1. Disappointment in the world.
2. Other Christian’s testimony about faith
3. VA spiritual encounter with God

When God reached into my heart I was looking for a sav-
ior/boyfriend. I can admit that now. It seems I believed 
the definition of love from romance novels and the sexist 
talk on television more than my own Bible. However, God 
was still in control and kept me from having a boyfriend 
who would croon over me like my dad crooned over mom. 
Finally, in my sophomore year of high school, I seriously 
considered finding God first and that’s when testimony 
opened my heart to faith.

 Grace Notes
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 Grace Notes Time to Get  
Your 
Milkweed Seed!
JUDI HORSLEY  P  Here are small packets of milkweed seed 
at each entrance to the church. Please help yourself 
as more milkweed is still needed to keep the eastern 
monarch population growing. The USDA estimates that 
another 1 billion stems are needed to bring the Monarch 
and other pollinators to levels not seen in 20 years. Do 
you part and plant milkweed and other blooming natives 
in your gardens. P

Providing for the 
American Bumble Bee!
JUDI HORSLEY  P  If at all possible let your early dandelions 
grow and bloom. The dandelion is often the first and only 
source of spring nectar for the American Bumble Bee. 
The Rusty Patch Bumble Bee is now on the endangered 
list. The rusty patched bumble bee is a species of bumble 
bee native to eastern North America. Its workers and 
males have a small rust-colored patch on the middle 
of their second abdominal segment. This bee was once 
commonly distributed throughout the east and upper 
Midwest of the United States, but has declined from an 
estimated 87% of its historic range in recent years. The 
rusty-patched bumble bee was once an excellent polli-
nator of wildflowers, cranberries, and other important 
crops, including plum, apple, alfalfa and onion seed. P

Set-Up Team Member 
Needed!
We need someone to partner with Gary Chezem for 
church set-up for the 4th Sunday of each month. 
Set-up is typically done between Friday morning and  
Saturday evening. Interested and available? Let  
Brian Hendricks know!  P

Here’s our Spring Challenge: Write a short Testimonial 
and post it on Facebook or Google reviews, or better yet, 
accept my call to read it at Easter Sunday worship. It 
doesn’t have to be long. It just needs to be true, from the 
heart and have the hook about the church supporting 
your faith in the Resurrected Christ.

My hope in the United Methodist Church is not about pol-
itics changing in any one caucus’ favor. My hope is that 
we take the words of our faith in Jesus into the world 
and transform the world by our testimony.  The “See 
All the People” movement has been gaining converts for 
the last two years. It’s time for every church and every 
Christian to engage.

The hope of Easter is upon us, 
let us live the resurrection!    

Pastor Nancy  P

             APRIL

1  ......... Ron Benner
 ............ Cynthia Janaes
2 .......... Wen Jin Gsedl
3 .......... Karen Sanders
6 .......... Robin Morrissey
8 .......... Dave & Cindy Janaes (????)
10 ........ James Kent
11 ........ Pearl Schoenberger
13 ........ Christine Moore
16 ........ Jim & Roberta Kent (1966)
22 ........ Lisa Marie Vogt
24 ........ Robin Hass
29 ........ Judith Horsley

Birthdays &
Anniversaries
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2019 Easter Flower 
Order Form
If you would like to purchase flowers to beautify our 
worship place on Easter Sunday, complete this form and 
place in the offering plate, or give to an usher.

Ordered By _______________________________

___________________________________________

Given In        Memory Of   /   Honor Of  
                          (please circle one)

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Daffodil
$10.00       x __________             =   $ ____________
                     (quantity)

Tulip
$10.00       x __________             =   $ ____________
                     (quantity)

Total Amount Enclosed              $ ____________

_____ I will take my flowers home

_____ I will leave my flowers at church

     Order Deadline is Sunday, April 7

SCARCE (School and Community Assistance for 
Recycling and Composting Education) is again collecting the 
orange medicine bottles. They must be clean (rinsed out) with 
the identification label removed. The medicine bottles are go-
ing to Doctors Without Borders.In addition, your wire hangers 
are now recyclable locally through St. Charles Scrap Metal Re-
cycling Center here in West Chicago. The Green Disciples will 
collect wire hangers (not wood, not plastic) during April and 
May. Please note that most cleaning stores will take hangers 
back, but only if they still have the name of their store on the 
paper cover. 

As we all or mostly all of us start our spring cleaning please 
think about up-cycling and re-cycling. A complete list of what 
SCARCE will take, information on recycling the right way, 
safe disposal guide for DuPage County and electronic recy-
cling locations are on the west entrance bulletin board. 
Do let a Green Disciple know if you need help getting other 
donations from your home to SCARCE. Thank you.  P

WANT TO SAVE ON ENERGY COSTS?

Energy Efficiency 
Pays Off!
JUDI HORSLEY  P  Please pick up ComEd provided booklet 
at either entrance if you are interested in reducing your 
energy expenses in both the winter and summer. P
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Loving 
GOD

Following 
JESUS

Serving 
OTHERS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
       OF WEST CHICAGO

Cal   endar  

SUNDAYS  10:00 am Worship + Sunday School
  11:00 am Fellowship
  6:30 pm The Station (youth 12 & over)
 
WEDNESDAYS  6:30 pm Two Prayers (ends April 17)
  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

APRIL 2 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality
 3 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk
 6 9:30 am Women’s Breakfast
 8 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 9 7:00 pm Trustees
 10   JOYFUL NOISE DEADLINE
 12 9:00 am Set-Up for Bunny Breakfast
 13 9:00 am Set-Up for Bunny Breakfast
  10:30 am Bunny Breakfast
 16 7:00 pm Church Council
 17 6:30 pm Maundy Worship
 19 7:30 pm Good Friday Worship
 20 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
 21 10:00 am Easter Worship
 22 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 23 7:00 pm Finance
 28   Creation Care Sunday

MAY 1 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk
 7 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality
 8   JOYFUL NOISE DEADLINE
 14 6:30 pm Trustees

Lisa Marie’s Green Tips
When my supply of to-go containers is not available, I ask the wait staff 
what type of containers they have. If they provide Styrofoam I explain my 
commitment to not use Styrofoam and ask for an alternative such as a 
piece of aluminum foil (which is recyclable).
I also make a point to compliment restaurants that use easily recyclable 
and compostable to-go containers. Let them know we appreciate what they 
are doing for the environment!
Make a commitment to use less plastic straws. If you really love to use 
straws, keep a few with your supply of re-usable to-go containers, or pur-
chase a foldable straw to keep in your car or purse. P
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LESLIE SINGH  P  This year as we enjoyed our fourth 
winter retreat together, there were several ‘firsts.’

We had FIFTEEN of us attend, eleven students and 
four leaders.
We were packed like sardines in the two vehicles- if 
we have that many next time, we’ll have to have a 
third!
This year it was warm enough for Covenant Har-

bor’s Polar Bear Plunge, which Katelynn Tracey and Mason Dupasquier completed in.
And it was the first year the students didn’t have so much to say in our small group break-out sessions; mostly be-
cause they were very reflective and introspective in response to our speaker.

It was clear God was at work through his messages throughout the weekend. Thank you for your prayers and sup-
port of this faith-filled experience for our youth.

As we move along into Spring, we are doing a brief survey of denominations, and later will look at some ‘hot topics’ 
that the students have expressed a desire to understand more about.

We will again be helping with the Bunny Breakfast Eggstravaganza by coordinating the Egg Hunt, as well as partici-
pating with the UMCW Annual Dinner in June.

Please stay tuned for upcoming fundraisers, including a car wash, as we look towards JOY Camp 2019. P

APRIL 7 APRIL 14 APRIL 21 APRIL 28
Notes Communion Sharing Our Blessings Communion Noisy Cans

Flowers $10/
flower  
arrangement

Tina & Uwe Gsedl

* Please Sign Up *

Pearl Schoenberger

Jim & Roberta Kent

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

Mike Horsley

* Please Sign Up *

Lay Reader Tina Gsedl Pearl Schoenberger Chris & Tom Kelly Andrew Woods

Hospitality 
Team

John Singh

Mason Dupasquier

Barbara Nelsen

Paul Dupasquier

Jennifer Dupasquier

Judy MacNerland

Linda Johnson

Dave Morrissey

Robin Morrissey

Erlaine Born

Karen Sanders

A/V Becky Rethford Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier

Sanctuary Setup Brian Hendricks

Mike Horsley

Church of the Nazarene Men’s Breakfast Gary Chezem

* Please Sign Up *

Visitation V: Roberta & Gigi

C: Linda Johnson

B: Roberta Kent

V: Mike & Judi

C: Barb Nelsen

B: Judi Horsley

V: Erlaine & Howard

C: Dorothy Kerner

B: Donna Howard

V: Judy & Eileen

C: Gigi  Hendricks

B: Betty Rohr

Communion Seated Intinction



L First United Methodist & First Congregational Church of West Chicago  L page 8

Being Green and Healthy Living
hydrogenated oils. Choose lean cuts of meat and fish, 
and low-fat dairy products, and eliminate trans-fats from 
your diet as much as possible. We prefer to avoid fat-free 
foods being served at church P

Help Reduce Single 
Use Waste!
When eating out and bringing home left-overs, try to 
avoid using single use paper/plastic products: keep a bag 
in your car that holds a few re-usable containers and 
bring it into the restaurant. Your server will either let 
you put your leftovers in your own containers or do it 
for you. Let’s take on a new way to be green rather than 
giving up on anything!  P

SUNDAY, APRIL 28  

Creation Care Sunday
JUDI HORSLEY  P  Please plan on attending Creation Care 
Sunday, sponsored by the Green Disciples, on Sunday, 
April 28th. We will review ways to protect God’s creation 
and explore new ideas for making a difference in our 
personal lives and as a church community. P

SATURDAY, APRIL 20

Adopt-A-Highway 
Clean-Up
JUDI HORSLEY  P  The Green Disciples will host the first 
clean-up along Washington Street on Saturday, April 20 
at 9:30am (rain date-Saturday, April 27th).

Everyone is welcome to participate after viewing a video 
and signing a waiver. Please contact Michael Horsley by 
email, horsley203@comcast.net for a link to the video 
and a waiver form. Thank you! P

ZERO WASTE!
Use rechargeable batteries. Eventually they do need to 
be recycled but can be recharged and reused many times 
(you can bring them to the church to recycle).
Use old newspaper for packing material when mailing 
or storing something, instead of purchasing packing 
materials.
Share a few ideas with your friends and family to multi-
ply what you do.
Continue to work on less food waste ideas, and compost 
your food waste. For simple food waste like fruit/veggie 
skins, etc., try adding them to the mulch behind plants/
bushes and they quickly blend in.
If you are renovating your home, Habitat for Humanity 
ReStore (Elgin) accepts new and gently used applianc-
es, furniture, building materials, household goods and 
more. They will even pick up large donations. Questions? 
email CorporatePartnerships@habitat.org .
Think of creative ideas to reuse or repurpose items. 
Google a question and see what may turn up. Someone 
offered leftover partial bottles of alcohol to an art gal-
lery for their grand opening. Perhaps there is an artist 
or art school that may accept broken dishes to make 
mosaics. It feels good to keep items out of a landfill and 
clever ideas make it fun.

THE TROUBLE WITH FAT-FREE FOODS  
(from www.webmd.com )
Sometimes “fat-free” can be taste-free. To make up for 
that, food makers add other ingredients such as sugar, 
flour, thickeners, and salt which can add calories. Also, 
if foods aren’t appealing, they may be less satisfying, so 
you may eat more.

Concentrate on “good” fat, not fat-free. When it comes 
to health, the type of fat you eat can be more important 
than the amount of fat you eat. “Good” fats include both 
monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats:

Monounsaturated fats (like canola and olive oils) are 
those that have been found to lower the LDL in the 
bloodstream.
Polyunsaturated fats found in fatty fish such as tuna 
and salmon help lower LDL cholesterol.
Those don’t include saturated fats, which are found in 
animal products (beef, pork, butter, and other full-fat 
dairy products), or artificial trans-fats, found in partially 
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United Methodist & Congregational Women
ROBERTA KENT  P   Spring is on the way! God teaches us to be 
patient and I feel that lesson is best taught as we patiently 
await the change from Winter to Spring. We want spring flow-
ers to pop up, the weather to be warmer, and the black snow 
mounds to melt and not return until late, late December.
 
EASTER IS APRIL 21 this year, and our Bunny Breakfast 
Eggstravaganza is April 13. I hope that you will be able to 
attend this event. Watch for details in your Sunday worship 
folders.
 
We will be selling and making pecan pies for Easter this year! 
PIE BAKING WILL BE ON FRIDAY MARCH 19 FROM 9 
AM - 12 PM. Mark your calendar and please join us at the 
church. Many hands make light work and we work in stations 
to achieve systematic success. Watch for sign-up sheets for 
helpers and buyers soon.
 
We are excited to visit a tradition from the past: 
SPAGHETTI SUPPER/PIE AUCTION/TALENT SHOW (we will 
work on the name)! The last time we had this event, it was 
presented by our youth. This year we will coordinate with the 
youth, congregation and the women of the church to make 
this event a success. Save the date for Saturday June 8.
 
As we adjust to the changes to come in the weather and the 
church, we need to remember that God is with us and only he 
knows the path that we are supposed to be on and will lead us 
the way he wants us to go. PT
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If you have questions  
about any of the information in this report, I will be glad 
to give you more details.  You may e-mail your questions 
to me at:
roberta-kent@hotmail.com  
or call me at (630) 653-1692

Following is a summary of income and expenses for 
February 2019.  Income for the month of February was 
more than $3,000 below the budgeted amount. Even 
though expenses were within budgeted amounts, we 
ended the month with a large deficit in excess of $4,000. 
We are seeing the effects of adopting a budget that 
projects a deficit for 2019 in excess of $33,000. We were 
unable to make a monthly payment on conference appor-
tionments. Your continued financial support is greatly 
appreciated.

Financial Update

Senior Pastor:  Nancy Blade
harvestlove2day@gmail.com|(630) 360-0471 cell

First United Methodist Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 915 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-3344 | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
www.FirstUmcUcc.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Friday | 8:30 am - 5 pm

First Congregational Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 458 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-1306

Youth Pastor:   
   Leslie Singh | piepielac@yahoo.com
Music Director:  
   Ron Benner | choochooron@aol.com
Lay Leader (UMC):   
   Lana Runyan | grandmar96@hotmail.com
Church Council Chair:  
   Catherine Chezem
                | Catherine.Chezem@uscellular.com
Moderator (FCC):  
   Erlaine Born 
Administrative Assistant:  
   Lisa Marie Vogt | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:  
   Uwe Gsedl | oova92@me.com
Photography (unless otherwise noted):  
   Judi Horsley | judithhorsley@comcast.net
Housekeeping:  
   Erlaine Born

CHURCH INCOME
Amounts Received:
 Contribution Income ...............................................$32,374.77
 Building Rental and Miscellaneous ........................... 1,886.08
 Total Income as of 2/28/19 .......................... $34,260.85

Other Available Funds:
 Cash Carried Forward From 2018 ............................ 4,157.36. 
 Total Available Funds ....................................$38,418.21

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE
Amounts Paid:
 Staff Salaries and Benefits .................................... $22,481.44
 Mortgage Interest ....................................................... 4,700.32
 Building and Property Maintenance ........................ 3,895.20
 Utilities ..........................................................................3,614.80
 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) ....... 2,320.03
 Operating and Office Expense .......................................489.03
 Mission and Outreach ..................................................1,621.77
 Ministry and Worship .....................................................893.42
 Principal Reduction on Mortgage ............................. 2,445.30
 Total Amounts Paid as of 2/28/19 .................$42,461.31

Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid:
 UMC Conference Apportionments ..........................$3,444.00
 Other Unpaid Bills ............................................................... 0.00
 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 2/28/19 ... $3,444.00
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JUDI HORSLEY  P  What do I want to turn to? On Sunday, 
I took my stone and wrote “discord” on one side and 
“harmony” on the other.

Why did I write that particular combination? We all 
complain and we all complain to the wrong people. We 
point out errors, we don’t think things get done fast 
enough and we check our watches if we think parts of 
the service are going too long.

A few years back, I read a book called “A Complaint Free 
World”. It isn’t that we shouldn’t right a wrong, but it is 
how we do it. We spend most of our time complaining to 
another person or group of people who have no ability to 
make change.

Complaints or concerns should be addressed to the 
person or group who can either make change or explain 
why it must be as it is. I suspect that there is a hesitan-
cy to volunteer (anywhere) because of either overheard 
complaints about others or from receiving instructions 
with a tone of voice that indicates a negative judg-
ment on the ability to perform.

I found out using the purple wrist band suggested by “A 
Complaint Free World” that I was much more of a com-

plainer than I thought. I complained more at home than 
anywhere and had to keep changing the band from one 
wrist to the other whenever I did so. It was freeing to 
stop complaining just to complain and even more freeing 
to start going to the source or group that could make 
change.

We should be kind whenever we go to the source of a 
problem or to a group for resolution. A complaint can 
be softened with helpful observations and/or an offer 
to help effect change in some small way. Change won’t 
necessarily happen instantly so patience and/or a soft 
reminder should serve the process.

I believe we would be more welcoming to others if we 
were first kinder to each other. A soft word turns away 
wrath. And wrath, in my opinion, prevents positive 
change. Serve cheerfully as God loves a cheerful giver 
which doesn’t just mean giving money. It means time 
and talent too. As Reverend Rich Rubietta pointed out, 
we need rest and that means saying “no” gracefully and 
without guilt.

May the Holy Spirit guide us to each follow and accept 
change to be more like Jesus in the best way we were 
created. Amen)  P

Change Ahead – Discord to Harmony

We Are On Facebook We Are On Facebook


