
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
           OF WEST CHICAGO       
                      
                                   NEWSLETTER    
                            MAY 2019

www.firstumcucc.org

...we are on facebook!

EASTER
CHILDREN’S
SERMON



L First United Methodist & First Congregational Church of West Chicago  L page 2

witnesses. The scheme did not work. Resurrection 
appearances all over Judea were reported for the next 
40 days, both to large crowds and to individuals.

Don’t be tempted to say that Easter has not changed 
things for you. Let Easter settle into your spiritual life 
and become a familiar new pattern of relating to God. 
Over the 40 days of Easter (through May 30) and all 
the way to Pentecost (June 9), we will get comfortable 
with the plan that everything has changed for the 
glory of God.

In June, I will move my family to Kaneville to start 
a new ministry. Even now the grief of making that 
big change causes me to cry out that I don’t want to 
change. None-the-less, I move forward. During the 
Easter Season we’ll be finishing things here. My family 
and I appreciate the kindness and love you have shown 
us over the four years of tenure. Please forgive me for 
mistakes I have made and I will forgive you too. Let 
us make a good ending to allow a resurrection of our 
church and new direction in ministries to break forth.

I am holding you in prayer as the season changes and 
so do we.   

Find Hope in Easter
PASTOR NANCY BLADE  P Even though the tomb is 
empty, we experience a world engaged in battles with 
defeated beings. It’s time to create some boundaries 
between hell and heaven and to walk away from the 
chasm. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ placed us 
on the solid ground of goodness and love. Where do 
we find hope? We find hope in the truth of the Resur-
rection, in creation care, in sacred spaces, in recon-
ciliation, in children, in the absence of war, and (yes) 
even in the church. These seven weeks of Easter bring 
the Living Christ into the forefront of our life experi-
ence. Hear the whole message of “Find Hope in Easter” 
by attending all the Sundays through June 2. P

L First United Methodist & First Congregational Church of West Chicago  L

PASTOR NANCY BLADE  P  Let the Resurrection 
happen!  After a season of Lenten changes, we may think 
we’re ready for the new life in front of us, but then we 
go back to the past. We have permission to live as free 
persons, but statistics show we choose the old ways. 

Why do we do this? I blame it on familiarity. The past 
comforts us. Even if we are physically in a new place, 
we have trouble letting go of the past. This happens to 
my family every time we make an appointment change. 
Though I am accustomed to setting boundaries on 
pastoral relationships and embracing the new ministry, 
my children choose the former ways of doing things and 
have trouble making new friends.  In a couple years, 
they have seen the wisdom of the move and the futility 
of hanging on to the past. Soon we are not running back 
to the former town for relationships broken by the move. 
We see that everyone has moved forward and it is time 
for acceptance.

Easter has brought about a change for us. Our Lenten 
theme of “Change Ahead” has brought our spiritual life to 
a new place. Even if you were not able to change or add 
healthy habits, we are in the fresh start place now which 
dictates a changed spirituality. Wanting to hold on to the 
past is the ghost of yesterday. Don’t let it convince you 
that nothing has changed.

It’s like when Jesus rose from the dead the chief priests 
could not accept the Resurrection. They paid off the 
guards to say, “Jesus’ disciples came at night and stole 
his body while we slept.”  So the rumor spread that the 
Resurrection didn’t happen, even though there were 

 Grace Notes
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Annual Conference
PASTOR NANCY BLADE  P  June 2 – 4, 2019

The 2019 gathering of the Northern Illinois Annual Con-
ference will be at the Renaissance Schaumburg Conven-
tion Center. The advantages of the new location are cost 
and recycling. 

With the theme “back to the future,” the 2019 Annual 
Conference will be a time for recalling, reimagining, and 
reclaiming our history for a hopeful future. 

In addition to celebrating our 180th year as a confer-
ence, we will celebrate Global Ministries’ bicentennial 
anniversary and the 150th anniversary of United Meth-
odist Women. This is also a voting year for a new delega-
tion to General Conference as well as conversation about 
the new requirements from the Special Session last 
February.  P

Support our NIC  
mission outreach!
The 2019 Bishop’s Appeal Offering will help fund 
the NIC Outdoor & Retreat Ministries, where our youth 
will be attending Joy Camp June 16-22. Gifts for the 
Bishop’s Appeal will be accepted through May 26 (indi-
cate “Bishop’s Appeal” on the memo line). 

The Mission Challenge is to collect bulk items for Dignity 
Kits assembled at Midwest Mission Distribution Center. 
Dignity kit items will be collected through June 2.
 Our Aurora District is collecting: 
P  Single Adult Toothbrushes
P  2.5 oz or larger toothpaste. 

We need prayer for our Annual Conference meeting, for 
the leaders, the lay members and the clergy. This will be 
a difficult Conference with hard conversations and awk-
wardness in a new location. Your lay member to Annual 
Conference is Gary Chezem. Pastors Nancy Blade and 
Avani Christian will be attending as Clergy Members. P

            MAY

6 .......... Uwe Gsedl
7 .......... Betty Rohr
8 .......... Ralph Jones
10 ........ Lucy Nelson
11 ........ Julie Buenrostro
13 ........ Ella Gsedl
14 ........ Paul Dupasquier
 ............ Dennis Johnson
17......... First Congregational  
                  Church - Founded in 1856
18 ........ Ruth Jeambey
22 ........ Tom Thomas
27 ........ Craig & Kris Christiansen (1967)
29 ........ Emma Housner
 ............ Joan Howard
 ............ Grace Mitchell
30 ........ Dorothy Andrews
31 ........ Greyson Kemp
 ............ Carl McFarland
 ............ Laura Woods

Birthdays & AnnivERSARIES

Choir
PASTOR NANCY BLADE  P  Hard work produces success-
ful results with prayer and patience. This is the story 
behind our choir’s offerings this year. Under Ron Ben-
ner’s leadership, the choir has shared excellent music 
all season. The Easter piece “Alleluia, Give Thanks to the 
Risen Lord” with Nick O’Brien on the trumpet brought 
the triumph of Christ into the service.

Thank you, Choir, Ron and Leanne, for the wonderful 
music you bring us. Shepherd Sunday and meal is 
May 19th after worship. Enjoy a lunch made by the 
choir featuring a variety of Shepherds Pies. Donations 
are appreciated and accepted and used by the choir to 
purchase music and pay for guest musicians. Let’s show 
our choir how much we enjoy their music during wor-
ship.  P
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Station News
LESLIE SINGH  P  Even if the weather has been up and 
down, things at the Station have been HOT! The students 
requested a HOT topic: Hell. We spent a few weeks on a 
series  looking at the various perspectives on eternity, 
the afterlife and punishment, and where they come 
from. After such a heavy topic, we lightened things up 
with a movie night: the classic Princess Bride.

Despite the chill in the air, the sun brightened things 
up for a heated race to collect eggs as we once again 
coordinated the egg hunt at the Bunny Breakfast Egg-
stravaganza. We’ve also launched a fundraiser, selling 
BYO-To-Go kits for taking home leftovers when you eat 
out. Proceeds from the kits provide camp scholarships 
for Station students. And we are looking forward to par-
ticipating in the UMCW annual dinner again this year, 
sharing talents in the variety show. 

As always, thanks for supporting a safe place for our 
students to develop their faith at the Station.  P  

MOVIE “The GuardianS” 
MICHAEL HORSLEY  P  The Green Disciples invite every-
one to attend the free screening of “The Guardians” at 
Gallery 200, 103 West Washington St. starting at 7pm, 
Friday, May 17, 2019. 

This Spanish-language film with English subtitles is a 
visually dazzling meditation on the balance between hu-
mans and nature.  The Guardians poetically interweaves 
the lives of the threatened Monarch butterfly with an 
indigenous community fighting to restore the forest they 
nearly destroyed. Shot over three years this cinematic 
journey through the butterfly dense mountaintops of 
Michoacán Mexico, tells the intimate story of a unique 
community at the front lines of conservations. For more 
information visit the City of West Chicago Government 
on Facebook or go to the City of West Chicago web-
site www.WestChicago.org. 

For more information on monarchs and other pollinators 
please ‘like” DuPage Monarch Project on Facebook. P  

Church Booth for 
Blooming Fest
The Green Disciples have agreed to sponsor a church 
booth at Blooming Fest, Saturday, May 18,  2019. 
We will need help from other church members to keep 
the booth open from 9am until 3pm. 

In addition to passing out church information and in 
keeping with the City of West Chicago celebrating the 
Year of the Butterfly; we will also provide instructions 
on raising Monarchs and on planting a home native 
garden. 

The church booth provides a good opportunity to con-
nect with community members. Please consider spend-
ing one hour at the booth before or after attending the 
plant sale and visiting other booths! Send an email to 
Michael Horsley at horsley203@comcast.net to sign-up 
or for more information.  P  

Birth Announcement
Congratulations Kael and Megan on the birth of your 
son, Henry William Rewers on April 25, 2019.  Grand-
ma LouAnne Ooton, Brother James, Uncle Ian, Aunt 
Jessie and Great Grandma rejoice in the healthy 8lb 3 
oz birth of their new family member. Praise God for the 
blessing of new life in this cherished family.  P
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Being Green and 
Healthy Living 
LINDA STOYNOFF  P  Sometimes it feels like we can’t 
personally impact much to help sustain our planet. How-
ever last year many planted milkweed and the monarch 
population is up. The monarch still needs a lot more 
support to come back to past levels, but collectively we 
made a difference.

Thinking of planting in your garden/yard? Another way 
to help sustain the planet is to plant native species. If 
you plant imported plants they may look beautiful, but 
our native insects cannot eat those plants. But isn’t that 
OK because we don’t like “bugs”? 96% of birds raise 
their young on insects, so if we lose the insects, we lose 
our birds. To make a bigger difference pick “keystone” 
plants that are native and also help insects more – oak 
trees support 500+ species of caterpillars where a tulip 
tree supports 20 caterpillars and yet both are native. 
Oaks are also very good at taking carbon out of the air. 
Did you jkbow that 5% of the plants create 75% of the 
food that drives the food pyramid?

For trees, the best to support the food pyramid are na-
tive oaks, willows, hickories, black cherries, and birches.
For herbaceous the best are golden rod, asters, sunflow-
ers, primroses

You don’t have to eliminate all your non-native orna-
mental plants to help the environment… just add some 
of these keystone species.  It is also important to plant 
a variety, not all one type of plant. For more informa-
tion: www.iowapublicradio.org/post/how-native-plants-
sustain-our-ecosytems

On the health side of things, getting out to spend time 
in your yard/garden has positive effects on both your 
physical and mental health, so it’s a win-win!  Even 
small amounts of activity are good for you. P  

Imagine No Malaria - 
An Update
JUDI HORSLEY  P  Wow, we haven’t heard about Imagine 
No Malaria for a long time. Our efforts as a church to 
contribute to the overall pledge by the Northern Illinois 
Conference to fight malaria have contributed to the 
success of the program. For example global malaria 
mortality rates have fallen by an estimated 60% since 
the effort began. Unfortunately, 395,000 deaths from 
malaria still occur yearly in Africa. 

When this effort began, a child in Africa died from 
malaria every 30 seconds - we still lose a child every 
2 minutes, but this progress is reason for hope and 
celebration. A total of 49 conferences representing over 
6 million United Methodists accepted the challenge to 
raise funds. Together we have provided over 4 million 
life-saving bed nets, treated 2.7 million people for malar-
ia, protected over 175,000 structures through indoor re-
sidual spraying, trained thousands of community health 
workers and volunteers and renovated 61 facilities. 

During 2017 Imagine No Malaria transitioned to Abun-
dant Health. The United Methodist Church has been 
and will continue to be a recognized faith leader in 
global health. The pledges made by faithful supporters 
of Imagine No malaria will continue to support the work 
of malaria prevention treatment, communication, and 
education even as we endeavor as a denomination to 
widen the scope and address the many challenges to 
global health.  Thank you! P

We Are On Facebook
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Loving 
GOD

Following 
JESUS

Serving 
OTHERS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
       OF WEST CHICAGO

Cal   endar   

SUNDAYS  10:00 am Worship + Sunday School  
  11:00 am Fellowship
  6:30 pm The Station (youth 12 & over)

WEDNESDAYS  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

MAY CALENDAR
 1 11:30 am  Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk
 4 9:30 am  Women’s Breakfast 
 7 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality
 8  JOYFUL NOISE DEADLINE
 12 10:00 am Mother’s Daty
 13 7:00 pm Gathering @ Rohr’s
 14 7:00 pm Trustees
 17 7:00 pm  THE GUARDIANS
   Film @ Gallery 200 
   (103 W. Washington St., West Chicago) 
 18 8:00 am  Men’s Breakfast
  9am-3pm  BLOOMING FEST
 21 7:00 pm  Church Council
 27 7:00 pm  Gathering @ Rohr’s
 28 7:00 pm  Finance

JUNE CALENDAR
 1 9:30 am Women’s Breakfast
 2-4  Annual Conference
 4 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality
 5  JOYFUL NOISE DEADLINE
  11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk
 8 6:00 pm Spaghetti Dinner
 9 10:00 am Pentecost & Celebration of Pastoral Ministry
 10 7:00 pm Gathering @ Rohr’s
 11 7:00 pm Trustees
 15 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
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Graduation Sunday 
is June 2, Do you have a graduate in your family?  If you would like your graduate recognized and prayed for at our 
service, please submit their name, photo and the school they are graduating from by May 28. We enjoy sharing the 
blessings of our families. It makes us a close body of Christ.  P 

MAY 5 MAY 12 MAY 19 MAY 526
Notes Communion Sharing Our Blessings Communion Noisy Cans

Flowers $10/
flower  
arrangement

Pearl Schoenberger

Tina Gsedl

Linda Johnson

Tin & Uwe Gsedl

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *
Lay Reader Pearl Schoenberger Fredericka Howard Lucy Nelson Chris & Tom Kelly

Hospitality 
Team

John Singh

Mason Dupasquier

Barbara Nelsen

Paul Dupasquier

Jennifer Dupasquier

Linda Johnson

Dave Morrissey

Robin Morrissey

Erlaine Born

Karen Sanders

A/V Becky Rethford Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier

Sanctuary Setup Brian Hendricks

Mike Horsley

Church of the Nazarene Men’s Breakfast Gary Chezem

* Please Sign Up *

Visitation V: Lana & Karen

C: Jenny Tracey

B: Susan Hall

V: Roberta & Gigi

C: Judi Horsley

B: Roberta Kent

V: Mike & Judi

C: Linda Johnson

B: Judi Horsley

V: Howard & Erlaine

C: Dorothy Kerner

B: Donna Howard

     Eva Hlinka
Communion Intinction Intinction

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
CLEAN UP
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PECAN PIE BAKING



L First United Methodist & First Congregational Church of West Chicago  L page 9

Creation 
CARE 
SUNDAY

What’s 
Your Sauce?
 Italian Dinner, 
 Variety Show & Pie Auction
        
 West Chicago, Illinois
 June 8, 2019, 6:00 pm

 Adults $12.50        
 Children ages 3-10 $6.00

 For tickets call 630-231-3344
 OR EMAIL WEGOUMCUCC@GMAIL.COM
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United Methodist & Congregational Women
JENNY TRACEY  P  Greetings from Lake LaDonna! The 
time has come to retreat to my campgrounds for anoth-
er season. The grass is green, the weather is getting 
warmer, signs of spring are in the air.we  Take time to 
look around and see all the new that God as put in this 
world. Spring is a time to reflect on the new in our lives 
and the world around us. It is a chance to start fresh 
and new!

 
Thank you to Pastor Nancy for helping coordinate the 
Bunny Breakfast Eggstravaganza on April 13. By work-
ing together we can achieve great things.
 
Thank you to those who ordered pecan pies, we appre-
ciate that you support this fundraiser for the UMW. I 
would like to also send a BIG thank you to those ladies 
that helped make the pies to fulfill the orders.
 
June 8th is our annual dinner and “What’s Your Sauce?” 
is the theme. We will have an Italian dinner of spaghet-
ti, garlic bread, salad and dessert. We will bring back 
a UMC tradition of highlighting the talents of those in 
the church, through playing musical instruments, skits, 
song, and fun creativity. So get your acts together! Sign-
up sheets will be available starting May 4.
 
May 18 is the West Chicago Bloomingfest. Come out 
and support this event in downtown West Chicago.  
Our Green Disciples will have a booth to represent the 
church.   
 
Food for thought “Much of what weighs you down is  
not yours to carry” So remember that God is always 
willing to take you burden, all you have to do is give it  
to him in prayer. P

DuPage PADS is dedicated to a successful partnership 
with each group and individual volunteers and requires 
training for all volunteers who are on-site when clients 
are present. 

Please register for one of the training sessions. Each 
volunteer who registers and attends a training in May 
will be entered in a gift card raffle!  P

Eggstravaganza 
Thank you
PASTOR NANCY BLADE  P  This year’s Eggstravaganza 
(April 13) egg-sploded with fun! We served 10 new 
families and had most of our regulars back. The men in 
the kitchen, the women serving tables, the youth “lay-
ing” eggs and a few of us on games, face painting, and 
hospitality brought it all together. Donations for the 
pre-stuffed eggs brought extra dollars in, so we bought 
a bunny costume which Becky wore this year. In a true 
atmosphere of joy, we thank all who participated.  P
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If you have questions about any of the information in 
this report, I will be glad to give you more details.  You 
may e-mail your questions to me at:
roberta-kent@hotmail.com  
or call me at (630) 653-1692

ROBERTA KENT  P Following is a summary of income 
and expenses for March 2019.  Income for the month 
of March was more than $6,000 above the budgeted 
amount thanks to a very generous gift from one of 
our members and others who are catching up on their 
pledges. Expenses were within budgeted amounts and 
we ended the month with positive cash balance of over 
$400. We still were unable to make a monthly payment 
on conference apportionments. Your continued financial 
support is greatly appreciated.

Financial Update

Senior Pastor:  Nancy Blade
harvestlove2day@gmail.com|(630) 360-0471 cell

First United Methodist Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 915 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-3344 | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
www.FirstUmcUcc.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Friday | 8:30 am - 5 pm

First Congregational Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 458 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-1306

Youth Pastor:   
   Leslie Singh | piepielac@yahoo.com
Music Director:  
   Ron Benner | choochooron@aol.com
Lay Leader (UMC):   
   Lana Runyan | grandmar96@hotmail.com
Church Council Chair:  
   Catherine Chezem
                | Catherine.Chezem@uscellular.com
Moderator (FCC):  
   Erlaine Born 
Administrative Assistant:  
   Lisa Marie Vogt | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:  
   Uwe Gsedl | oova92@me.com
Photography (unless otherwise noted):  
   Judi Horsley | judithhorsley@comcast.net
Housekeeping:  
   Erlaine Born

CHURCH INCOME
Amounts Received:
 Contribution Income ............................................... $56,957.12
 Building Rental and Miscellaneous ............................2,797.14
 Total Income as of 3/31/19 .......................... $59,754.26
Other Available Funds:
 Cash Carried Forward From 2018 ............................4,157.36. 
 Total Available Funds ....................................$63,911.62

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE
Amounts Paid:
 Staff Salaries and Benefits ....................................$33,799.12
 Mortgage Interest ........................................................7,042.07
 Building and Property Maintenance ........................ 5,734.80
 Utilities ..........................................................................5,183.55
 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) ....... 2,732.20
 Operating and Office Expense ................................... 1,775.75
 Mission and Outreach ................................................. 2,534.12
 Ministry and Worship .....................................................973.42
 Principal Reduction on Mortgage ............................. 3,676.36
 Total Amounts Paid as of 3/31/19 ................ $63,451.39

Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid:
 UMC Conference Apportionments ..........................$5,234.00
 Other Unpaid Bills ............................................................... 0.00
 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 3/31/19 ... $5,234.00
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God’s Gift  
MEL WUEST  P  Over the years I realized that one facet of 
the Trinity has been largely ignored in most sermons and 
writings. I guess the Holy Spirit is viewed as too difficult to 
explain. Yet Christianity has as a foundation the Trinity, and 
the Holy Spirit plays a very large part in our faith. Salvation 
comes from the Father; through the Son; and by the Holy 
Spirit.

“And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper” John 14:16-(NKJV)   

“But now I go away to Him who sent Me, ….It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you;” John 16:7 (NKJV) 

Whatwas Christ thinking when He said that He was leaving 
his disciples and that was a good thing for them. What must 
the followers have been thinking when Jesus said: “Therefore, 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 
They probably thought they had lost their friend, Messiah, 
teacher, and the Son of God. How could that have been good 
for the Christian church just getting started? But Jesus was 
never wrong, and he promised to leave with them a helper 
and comforter as God’s Gift.

There is the story that when Christ ascended to Heaven, 
He was met by a senior Angel who asked; “Have you made 
provisions to spread the Gospel for God?” Jesus answered 
that He had done that. “So, what do you have, 100,000 or 
200,000 disciples to do that work?” “No, I have 12 good men 
to do that.” “So, you have theologians and scholars recruited 
for this?” “No, I have men who are fishermen, tax collectors, 
and other ordinary professions who will spread the word 
worldwide.” Then the Angel said with a smile, “Oh yeah that 
will work.”   

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came down and 
filled His disciples so that they could go forward with the 
Gospel’s good news. Jesus knew that He couldn’t be travelling 
with them as His disciples spread the word throughout the 
world. He did travel with the men on their way to Emmaus 

and taught them as they walked. He knew that believers like 
Paul and the others would travel many miles to fulfill the 
Great Commission.

Kay Arthur wrote: “God knows what each one of us is deal-
ing with. He knows our pressures. He knows our conflicts. 
And He has made a provision for each and every one of them. 
That provision is Himself in the person of the Holy Spirit, 
indwelling us and empowering us to respond rightly.”

Once again Jesus is never wrong, and His small cadre of 
followers did the job throughout the world and as promised 
they were always guided by the Holy Spirit. Thomas went to 
India; Paul travelled to many lands and started churches and 
he and Peter made it to Rome preaching all the way. Imagine 
if God had not provided the gift of the Holy Spirit. If Jesus 
had just departed and left the disciples to make it on their 
own, would we have the Christian Church today? 

Charles Stanley said; “If Christian life is only about doing 
our best, who needs the Holy Spirit?” If you are called ‘ac-
cording to God’s purpose’ as Paul wrote the Holy Spirit will 
provide for any resources that you require.  Stuart Briscoe 
has written and preached that: “Human resources, however 
limited, when willingly offered, and divinely empowered, are 
more than adequate to achieve divine objectives.” Jesus knew 
that with the Sermon on the Mount, his parables, and the 
upper room discourse He had taught His followers what they 
needed to know. “The Holy Spirit …..will teach us all things 
and bring to remembrance all things Jesus taught us.” John 
14:26 

“Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written 
down, I suppose the whole world could not contain the book 
that would be written” But today we don’t have the ‘many 
other things’ here that John speaks of in John 21:25.

Corrie Ten Boom wrote: “Trying to do the Lord’s work in 
your own strength is the most confusing, exhausting, and te-
dious of all work. But when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, 
then the ministry of Jesus just flows out of you.”

“I myself do nothing. The Holy Spirit accomplishes all 
through me.” (Blake) The Gift from God, The Holy Spirit 
always has my back … Halleluiah! How long will it take 
me to accept this?  P  


