
 

 

 

 

GRACE NOTES  
PASTOR NANCY BLADE RETHFORD 
 

I Love to Tell the Story 
(a.k.a. how to take your life experience and trans-

form it to a God story) 

 

What is the story you find yourself telling?  

As the parent of teenagers, what runs through my 

mind and mouth are the unusual situations my 

children have drawn me into. Like the time I had 

to find my daughter’s sunglasses so that she could 

lead the band in a parade. Did she think she 

would get lost and take the band with her? I didn’t 

ask, but ran to her locker, to her car and to catch 

up with the already moving proces-

sion.  Exhausted I said, I’m a band parent. It’s 

okay to be crazy. 

What do we learn from the stories we like 

to tell? I realize these high school years will pass 

quickly. Soon the nest will be empty except for 

holidays and occasional weekends. I have decided 

to cherish this time, instead of complaining, no 

matter how much it makes me run or cover for 

them. 

What do these life stories say about our life 

with God? Bible references: There is a season for 

everything. Train up a child in the way they 

should go. If you, as a parent, know how to give 

good gifts to your kids, how much more does God 

know what to give you? Jesus was faithful all the 

way to the cross. 

In every situation or story we tell, there is a 

faith lesson.  Let’s not miss it. Tell the story, 

but also connect it back to something God has 

said in Scripture.  In doing so, we will stay on 

course with God.  

Watch out for complaints and fears, they are not 

reflections of God’s guiding Word.  Instead do the 

work of the one who sent you into the world to 

love as God has loved you. 

Now, Go. Tell the story of God’s unseen 

love and your experience of sharing that 

love. 

 

MIDWEST MISSION  
PASTOR NANCY BLADE RETHFORD 

Thank you for contributing to the school bags at 

Midwest Mission. We took over 22 pounds of 

school supplies down to Chatham on Labor Day. 

We also brought the quilts and baby sweaters pre-

pared by the women of the church. All of it was 

signed in at the door and 

later brought in by the 

site supervisor.  
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ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE  

Tues, Oct 30 @ 7 pm (SPRC @ 6 pm) 

All members and participants are welcome to this exciting 

meeting, where District Superintendent Rev. Jeffry Bross will 

lead us in holy conferencing.  

The purpose of this annual meeting is to  

1)  Share stories of how we have followed Jesus this year    

2)  To Feed on Scriptural examples of disciples being made 

3)  To discuss how we are making disciples 

4)  To Order the life of the church (budget & nominations) 

 

Please have all reports sent to the church office by October 9. 

On line forms need to be filled out no later than October 22. 

Nominations and Budget for the 2019 is a big part of our 

work leading up to the conference. 

Please help our church by volunteering to serve and by at-

tending your committee/board meeting this month. Let's give 

this new District Superintendent a true picture of our active 

and loving congregation. 

BAZAAR DONATIONS NEEDED 

Gently used gift and holiday items are needed for the Holiday 
Bazaar. Please bring your donations to the church by October 
30. Thank you for your continued support. When you sup-
port the efforts of the UMCW, you support missions around 
the world. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR CRAFT WORKSHOPS 
ROBERTA KENT 

Everyone is welcome to come and help us assemble items for 

the Holiday Bazaar. 

Wednesday, October 3, 9:30 am - Candy bar snowmen 
(Followed by Ladies Lunch at Egg Yolk Café at 
11:30 am) 

Wednesday, October 10, 9:30 am - Begin gift baskets 
Wednesday, October 17, 9:30 am - Soup mixes in a jar 
Wednesday, October 24, 9:30 am - Finish gift baskets 
Wednesday, October 31, 9:30 am - (tentative) complete any 

uncompleted crafts 

Hats-Mittens-Gloves 
by Lisa Marie Vogt 

 
As the cold weather is approaching 

our mission project for October is the 

collection of new hats, mittens and 

gloves to be given to children from low

-income households in West Chicago 

School District 33. The staff at the 

schools have consistently expressed 

appreciation for these warm items for 

children in need. Please place your do-

nations in the purple baskets by No-

vember 4. All members of the congre-

gation were invited to join us in 

providing these warm items for the 

children. 

 

Blessed by Pianists 
by Nancy Blade Rethford 

 

In September June Lincoln accompa-

nied us in Worship. She has shared 

her talents for many years with the 

schools and we were blessed to have 

her work with us for a short 

time.  This temporary assignment 

gave us the time to look for a more 

permanent person. Staff Parish has 

offered a three month position to 

Leanne Stewart. Leanne accompanied 

us many years ago and now returns to 

us with joy for working with a choir 

again. Welcome Leanne on her first 

Sunday, October 7th or at Choir re-

hearsal on October 3rd.  

 

 



SAINTS ALIVE! LIVING GENEROUSLY 
OUR STEWARDSHIP JOURNEY BEGINS OCTOBE 28 
 

 1 Corinthians 16:1-4    Now concerning the collection for the 

saints: you should follow the directions I gave to the church-

es of Galatia. On the first day of every week, each of you is 

to put aside and save whatever extra you earn, so that col-

lections need not be taken when I come. And when I arrive, I 

will send any whom you approve with letters to take your 

gift to Jerusalem.  If it seems advisable that I should go also, 

they will accompany me. 

As faithful stewards of the ministry and mission we share as 

Christians, we continue to seek ways to live generously in 

Christ. The members of the Finance Committee invite you to 

join with all the saints at First United Methodist Church on a 

stewardship journey, as together we explore what it means to 

live generously.  

“Giving” stories will be an important part of our journey. 

Each week we will tell the story of one of the vital ministries 

God has entrusted to us and show how that ministry demon-

strates God’s love and leads to changed lives.  

Along the way we’ll also reflect on giving stories from the 

past, as we remember the examples of people who have 

taught us to be generous; on giving stories from the present, 

as we share stories related to supporting ministry today; and 

on giving stories related to the future, as we consider the leg-

acy of giving we would like to leave.  

These stories of our shared life and witness grow out of God’s 

love in Christ—the rich ground from which new life arises. 

During the weeks of our giving journey, out of this rich 

ground we will “grow” a tree together, filling its branches 

with leaves that identify saints alive, living generously.  

On Sunday, November 18, we will celebrate God’s generosity 

toward us and honor God’s invitation to bless those who are 

eager for the good news of Jesus Christ. At that time, we will 

present our personal commitment cards as an act of worship. 

Watch for more information as we begin this exciting time of 

growth and giving together! 

 

 

All Saints Day 

Sun, Nov 4 
by Lisa Marie Vogt 

 
Each year we set aside the first 

Sunday in November to remember 

our loved ones who have passed 

away. There will be a time during 

the worship service for you to 

come forward and light a candle in 

their honor. If you will not be in 

attendance, we will light one on 

your behalf. 

 

If you would like to honor your 

loved during the worship service, 

please email us the following infor-

mation by Sunday, October 28:

(wegoumcucc@gmail.com)  

 

 Name 

 Birth date 

 Homegoing date 

 Photo (electronic, or we can 

scan & return a paper photo) 

 

Adopt a Highway 

Sat, Oct 20 @ 9:30 am 
by Michael Horsley 

Please join us for our final Adopt-a

-Highway clean up event. 

 

Meet us in the Church Parking 

Lot.  No prior experience required 

and all supplies are provided.  

Please read the new article "How to Build a Sustainable    
Future" on the west bulletin board. 

mailto:wegoumcucc@gmail.com


LET’S TALK TO GENERAL               
CONFERENCE MEMBERS 

BY NIC GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATION 

 
Join us at your most convenient location to talk 

about the One Church Plan and the future of the 

United Methodist Church! 

 October 6:  9 am Freeport: First; 1 pm Ster-

ling: Wesley 

 October 20: 9 am Park Ridge; 1 pm Chicago: 

St. Mark 

 November 10: 9 am Barrington; 1 pm Aurora: 

Bethany of Fox Valley 

The Methodist Church has been in crisis before. 

Hindsight tells us we did not always choose the 

best path, and people were hurt in the process. In 

many cases, the hurt still continues. We are keen-

ly aware of the responsibility before us, and we 

commit ourselves to lead as God is calling us. We 

need YOUR help as well. We urge you to: 

 Read the report and let us know what stands 

out to you. It can be found at http://

www.umc.org/who-we-are/way-forward-

report-released-in-all-four-official-languages-

of-general-confe 

 Have conversations in your own congregation 

[at West Chicago: First UMC Sundays at 4 

pm] 

 Continue to pray 

 Plan to come to one of the conversations with 

the delegation that will take place in each dis-

trict. 

We will continue to keep you updated as we get 

closer to, throughout, and following GC2019 

(http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference

-2019-special-session). Follow us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/NICDelegation . 

 

Flocknote 
Helping Our Church Stay    
Better Connected 

by Pastor Nancy Blade Rethford 

 
There are several reasons why Flocknote 

can be good for our church. The first is 

that it keeps all our email addresses up to 

date. The second is that we can send text 

messages to everyone with a text-able 

phone and get replies to the administra-

tor alone. 

Don’t have email or text-able phone? No 

problem we can put you on the “phone 

call” only list.  Please, tell us about your 

situation, so we can get everyone set to 

receive the communication, as they need 

to receive it. 

Can you do us a favor? When you open 

your emails from the church press 

“display images below” or “always dis-

play images from this sender.”  You 

might not know this, but if “display im-

ages below” isn’t pressed the solicitor 

doesn’t know you opened their email. 

That is good to know for keeping spam 

mail from pestering you, but you really 

do want to connect with your church. So 

let us know you’re reading the emails by 

pressing on “always display images.” 

Participation in our social media and in-

ter-church communication may bring 

cookies into your home. Watch for de-

tails in Flocknote and chuch announce-

ments. 

Let’s work at this together.  Let us be-

come the connectional church of the 

21st century! 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/way-forward-report-released-in-all-four-official-languages-of-general-confe
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/way-forward-report-released-in-all-four-official-languages-of-general-confe
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/way-forward-report-released-in-all-four-official-languages-of-general-confe
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/way-forward-report-released-in-all-four-official-languages-of-general-confe
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
http://www.facebook.com/NICDelegation


UMCW 
Jenny Tracey 
 
The leaves are changing on the trees, the 

Bears have started to play again, and the 

weather is changing to cooler temps. It’s 

time to bring out the pumpkins, and the 

sweaters. We are so excited to be hosting 

our first Halloween Fun Fair. The proceeds 

from this event will help cover cost to send 

our youth to JOY camp 2019. 

A special thank you to Judi Horsley who 

coordinated with the West Chicago Park 

District to advertise our upcoming events 

(Halloween Fun Fair, Holiday Luncheon & 

Bazaar, Breakfast with Santa, and Christ-

mas Candy Cottage Workshop) at their Boo 

Bash on October 20th   

In order for these events to be a success we 

need your help and support. There is a sign

-up for the Halloween Fun Fair. We are 

looking for help with games and servers for 

the kitchen. We need donations of items 

like taffy apples (plain and with nuts), 

Brownies, variety pack of chips, and cup-

cakes, or if you would prefer you may do-

nate money towards the purchase of need-

ed items. We will have a sign-up sheet 

coming for the Bazaar for donations of sal-

ads and desserts. Please share these events 

with your community, friends and family. 

I would like to announce your 2019 UMCW 

officers: President Jenny Tracey, Vice Pres-

ident Erlaine Born, Treasurer Roberta 

Kent, and Secretary Linda Smith. We are 

looking forward to 2019 and all the great 

things God will help us do together. 

Lawn games start at 5:00 p.m. followed by a German 

Dinner of Brats, Kraut, Potato Pancakes, Apple Square 

Dessert and homemade Root Beer at 6:00 p.m. Bonfire 

starts at 7:00 p.m. Come out and enjoy some great food 

and fellowship!  



FINANCIAL UPDATE BY ROBERTA KENT 

Following is a summary of income and expenses for the first eight 
months of 2018.  Income for the month of August was slightly under 
the budgeted amount but expenses were low. We paid all bills includ-
ing one month of conference apportionments and ended the month 
with a healthy positive balance. We are still very far behind on confer-
ence apportionments so your continued financial support is greatly 
needed. 

If you have questions about any of the information in this report, I 
will be glad to give you more details.  You may e-mail your questions 
to me at roberta-kent@hotmail.com or call me at (630) 653-1692.   

 

CHURCH INCOME 

Amounts Received: 

 Contribution Income $153935.75 

 Building Rental and Miscellaneous 8,261.68 

 Transfer from Contingency Fund 5,135.00 

 Total Income as of 8/31/18 $167,332.43 

Other Available Funds: 

 Cash Carried Forward From 2017 101,171.24** 

Total Available Funds $268,503.92 

 

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE 

Amounts Paid: 

 Staff Salaries and Benefits $92,733.17 

 Mortgage Interest 19,654.82 

 Building and Property Maintenance 9,814.14 

 Utilities 11,668.19 

 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) 7,161.91 

 Operating and Office Expense 6,448.31 

 Mission and Outreach 7,928.84 

 Ministry and Worship 2,033.56 

 Principal Reduction on Mortgage 109,677.31 

 Total Amounts Paid as of 8/31/18 $267,120.25 

Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid: 

 UMC Conference Apportionments $12,577.00 

 Other Unpaid Bills 0.00 

 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 8/31/18 $12,577.00 

 

**Amount includes $100,000 for principal reduction on mortgage. 

PADS 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
 
Here are our present volun-
teer needs: 
 
1-5 AM shift: 
1 man - week 4 
 
5-7:30 AM shift: 
1 person - week 4 
 
6:30-9 PM shift: 
1 person - week 2 
1 person - week 3 
 
9-1 PM shift: 
1 man - week 5 
1 person - week 5 
 
Laundry person - week 4 

mailto:roberta-kent@hotmail.com


Sundays          Wednesdays 
10:00 am Worship + Sunday School        7:30 pm    Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 am Fellowship 
4:00 pm The Way Forward Study 
6:30 pm The Station (youth 12 & over) 

October Calendar 
2 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality 
3 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk 
6 9:30 am Women’s Breakfast 

5:00 pm Oktoberfest 
8 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s 
9 Church Conference Committee Reports Due 

6:30 pm Trustees 
14   CROP Walk 
20 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast @ Egg Yolk 
 930 am Adopt-a-Highway 
22 Church Conference Online Reports Due 
 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s 
27 1:00 pm Set Up for Halloween Fun Fair 
 3:30 pm Halloween Fun Fair 
29 7:00 pm Finance 
30 6:00 pm Staff Parish 
 7:00 pm Church Conference 
 
November Calendar 
2 9:00 am Holiday Bazaar Set-Up 
3 9:00 am Holiday Bazaar Set-Up 
 9am-1pm Pumpkin Recycling 
 10am-2pm Holiday Bazaar 
 11am-1pm Holiday Luncheon 
6 6:00 pm Worship Hospitality 
7 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk 

October Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
 

2 Donna Howard 

5 Kris Christiansen 

6 Kristofor Donovan 

11 Gwen & Arthur Lagasca (1980) 

13 Eileen Woodward 

 Todd Kent 

14 Howard Born 

16 Maurine Dempsey 

19 Karen & Clyde Eggett (1991) 

24 Rae Anne Alden 

26 Bruce & Janice Petrie (2013) 

27 Gary Chezem 

28 Wendy Watts 

 Anna Kemp 

29 Cathy Linegar 

30 Karl Donovan 

31 Liz Fortner 
 

  Oct 7 Oct 14 Oct 21 Oct 28 

Notes Communion Sharing Our Blessings Communion Noisy Cans 

Flowers $10/

flower arrange-

ment 

Linda Worthington 
* Please Sign Up * 

Erlaine Born 
Maurine Dempsey 

Linda Worthington 
Gsedl’s 

Pearl Schoenberger 
* Please Sign Up * 

Lay Reader * Please Sign Up * * Please Sign Up Lucy Nelson Pearl Schoenberger 

Hospitality 
Team 

John Singh 
Morrie Teal 
Mason Dupasquier 

Barbara Nelsen 
Paul Dupasquier 
Jennifer Dupasquier 
Judy MacNerland 

Tom Thomas 
Dave Morrissey 
Robin Morrissey 
Linda Johnson 

Erlaine Born 
Don DeRouin 
Karen Sanders 

A/V Tom Thomas Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier 

Sanctuary Set-

up 

Brian Hendricks 
Mike Horsley 

Church of the Nazarene Men’s Breakfast Tom Thomas 
Gary Chezem 

Visitation 

  

V: Lana & Karen 
C: Jenny Tracey 
B: Susan Hall 

V: Roberta & Gigi 
C: Judi Horsley 
B: Roberta Kent 

V: Mike & Judi 
C: Linda Johnson 
B: Judi Horsley 

V: Erlaine & Howard 
C: Jenny Tracey 
B: Donna Howard 

Communion Intinction   Intinction   



3rd Sunday Noisy Cans Collection 

A WAY FORWARD CONVERSATIONS 

PASTOR NANCY BLADE RETHFORD 

 

This month we start our Sunday 4 pm conversations on the Church and Human Sexuality using 

materials provided by the Annual Conference.  

Please follow this link to get the material https://www.gbhem.org/sites/default/files/

study_guide_eng_final.pdf. To save paper you may want to use a device for reading, like a nook or 

tablet. You may bring your lap computer with you too.  

It has been suggested that we have a member of the delegation meet with us to best represent our 

church in the vote next February. The Delegation has set up listening sessions in all the districts to 

avail themselves for that discussion. The closest to us is in Aurora on November 10. This is perfect 

for us. We can have several weeks of getting to know our congregation's response to A Way For-

ward and then approach the delegation.  We also have the opportunity to bring in friends from St. 

Andrew Carol Stream, who went through the same book last winter.  

There will be food and/or food prizes for those who attend. Not that you need a reward for being a 

Wesleyan style disciple of Jesus Christ, but it's nice to have something to keep the excuse-maker at 

bay. Lets not be afraid to discuss the hard topics. Jesus is still with us. Jesus still brings peace.  

https://www.gbhem.org/sites/default/files/study_guide_eng_final.pdf
https://www.gbhem.org/sites/default/files/study_guide_eng_final.pdf


ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN  

DON ZIETLOW AND JEN SALANSKY 

 
How many apples are in one apple seed? How many people 

can come into the Kingdom of God? Did you know how 

much we are like the trees that our God created? Here is 

what I have learned about growing apples and growing in 

my relationship with my Creator… 

Apple Trees Need: People Need: 
Good soil = nutrients Nourishment = Word of God 

 (Isaiah 55:11, Matthew 4:4) 

Water  Water = Spirit of God 

 (Isaiah 55:1,10 John 4:14) 

Sunlight Son Light = Jesus/Truth 

 (John 1:4, 3:21, 8:12, 16:13a) 

Nurturing Nurturing = Community 

 (Acts 2:44-47, Eph. 4:2-6, 12-16) 

When the apple tree gets all that it needs it grows in whole-

ness and produces much fruit and its seed spreads to pro-

duce more trees. This can go on and on. So, I ask you again, 

how many apples are in one apple seed? 

Likewise, when I get all that I need to grow in wholeness, I 

can produce much for God’s kingdom here on earth and in 

heaven. I need nourishment, water, light, and nurturing; to 

love the Lord my God with all my heart, soul, and mind; to 

love everyone I meet; and to go out and share the Good 

News of Jesus and the joy of freedom we have in Him 

(Matthew 5:16, Luke 8:16).  

A New Adventure   
by Lisa Marie Vogt 

 

Did you know that I love to cook and 

serve food? Cooking allows me to ex-

press my creativity, learn new skills, and 

show my love in a tangible way. 

This summer I learned there was a need 

for a 3rd week PADS food coordinator. 

The small voice in my mind was urging 

me to fill this need. In August, Brian ex-

pressed concern that the food coordina-

tor position needed to be filled before we 

signed the yearly contract with PADS, so 

I followed that small voice and volun-

teered fill the need. 

I cannot tell you how excited I am to be 

doing this. Throughout Joy’s time in 

high school I cooked and served meals 

for the actors during tech week and 

made banana chocolate-chip muffins for 

competitions. My kids are now in col-

lege, my evenings and weekends aren’t 

as busy, and it’s time to give back to the 

world in a new way. 

There are volunteers who will provide 

lunchmeat and cheese for sandwiches, 

fruit, and bottled water for lunches, and 

a salad for dinner each month. 

Volunteers are still needed to provide: 

 Individual bags of chips 

 Sandwich bread 

 Lunch  Dessert 

 Dinner dessert 

Please let me know if you are able to 

help. 

Stacking Stones In the Native Garden 



MEL’S MUSINGS - CROSSES TO BEAR   MEL WUEST 

"Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me……. What good 

will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? (Matthew 16:22-26) 

Jesus knew that we would all have ‘crosses’ to bear and that we would need help with them. On his way to Gol-

gotha to be crucified He received help when Simon of Cyrene was ordered to help Jesus carry His cross. 

We struggle with difficulties but, as Jesus told us the Holy Spirit is there to help us. “the Helper will not come 

to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you." (John 16:7) (NKJV) 

“He will not let you be tempted more than you can bear. But when you are tempted, God will also give you a 

way to escape.” (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

In the book ‘Unbroken’ Louis Zamperini endured more than we could imagine in several Japanese prison 

camps, yet he survived to become a ‘born again’ Christian. 

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light."(Matthew 11:28-30) 

I pray for help to my GOD who I know can help and then just let Him do it. Believing that Jesus was crucified 

and buried and then rose from the dead should change to knowing that this happened.  

Jesus didn’t say follow me and it will all be easy, and you will be happy all the time. Instead He says to ‘Count 

the Cost’. For the disciples the cost was persecution and death as a martyrs. 

The Apostle Paul had a ‘thorn’ from which he wanted relief. The answer to his prayer came; ‘Three times I 

pleaded with the LORD to take it away from me. But he said to me, ’My grace is sufficient for you.’ (2 Cor 12:7-

9) 

Somehow, we always think that our ‘cross’ is so much more than our neighbor’s. When there are health prob-

lems, economic hardships, violence, and wars throughout society, I know that God is in charge because Jesus 

told me so. Jesus gives me peace in a chaotic world. 

Joni Eareckson Tada a paraplegic from a diving accident carried a huge cross and prayed…, “Lord if I can’t live 

outside of this wheelchair teach me how to live in it.”                                                                                                                  

The Actor Anthony Hopkins battling alcohol talks about that he was making no headway with his addiction 

until it dawned on him: “Why don’t I let God do it?” ‘Jesus doesn’t ask us to do the impossible but asks us to 

let God do that.’ Why not surrender to God through Jesus to relive the burden? 

‘An example of not carrying my cross: Complain constantly. Make sure everyone knows about how much pain 

I’m in, even if there’s nothing they can do about it. Focus on others only to envy how much better everyone 

else has it than I do. Adopt a mentality that the world owes me something because I perceive that I have it so 

much worse than everyone else. Continue to try to control every single aspect of my life, get frustrated when I 

can’t because of my condition, and resort to wallowing in worry. Let my pain cause me to become almost en-

tirely focused on myself and the concerns of this world. Forget that God knows what it is to suffer, and begin 

to think of him as a cold, distant deity. In my completely self-focused state, refuse to consider that anything 

good could possibly come of this, and think that it wouldn’t be worth it even if it did.’ (Jennifer Fulwiler)                                                               

‘Christianity is not a religion of self-help but one of Divine rescue.’ (Samples) ‘Endurance is not just the ability 

to bear a hard thing, but to turn it into Glory’ ---(Barclay)                                                                                                                                

Taking up my cross to follow Him is what Jesus expects. I know that His Grace will be enough for me. Maybe I 

should find someone with a ‘cross’ and help them bear it. I could be their Simon of Cyrene. ‘Love your neigh-

bor as yourself’. 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/matthew/16/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Zamperini
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/matthew/11/


WHERE I’VE BEEN AND WHY 

PASTOR NANCY BLADE RETHFORD 

At our Rummage Sale in August, someone found a t-shirt that said "church can happen anywhere." 

They put it in my mail box and asked if I would wear it. I said, of course, but I'm not 

sure Sunday worship is the place. In thinking about this, I decided to wear it to two places last month 

where I could bring church to hurting people.   

 

The first was a protest at Northpoint Ware-

houses in Elwood on September 8th.  I learned 

about the inhumane labor practices and the 

gross pollution to the environment in this large 

inland port for distributors. I was appalled that 

they get away with it. Banning together with or-

ganizations and being the church in the midst of 

injustice brought hope to those who felt hope-

less.  

 

The second place was the Midwest Soaring's Pow 

Wow at Naper Settlement.  Of all the cultural ex-

periences I have had with the church it seems 

that Native Americans are the most willing to 

teach why they do what they do. It maybe be-

cause they are still recovering from the injustice of the English Heritage Americans, but I find them 

open and accepting. I have heard angry voices of young natives at the American Indian Center in Chi-

cago, but not here, where true reconciliation was happening. I went to the Pow Wow to represent the 

church because our Committee on Native American Ministries had sponsored the Pow Wow with a 

large gift. In response the Native Americans gave the sponsors an honor dance.  As two dancers took 

us around the circle others 

came up to shake our hands 

and say thank you. I'm still 

glowing from the experi-

ence.  

 

Why are we the church any-

where and everywhere? 

We're "Sent Out in Jesus 

Name."  Thanks for the  

t-shirt and for sending me! 
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