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is doing. Then she finds something else of interest to take 
out of the garden and play with in the grass. Lucy comes 
over to see what Dax has found. Then Dax leaves her and 
goes back to the vine that wouldn’t let go of the tomato. She 
starts pulling just like Lucy. Now Lucy is over there again, 
but instead of trying to take the job away from the older dog, 
which is very unusual for Lucy, she tries to help Dax by bit-
ing the vine. In seconds they have accomplished that which 
they could not do alone.

All this I think about as I walk from the garden behind the 
church to the fire pit with muddy hands and treasures of 
tomatoes and a full size sweet pepper; I’m doubly blessed!  I 
sit by the fire pit that has been refreshed by the Boy Scouts 
this summer. I love the cross towering above the seating 
area. The back trees are starting to red up. The air is crisp. 
This is a beautiful moment with creation. God is here.  
Life is good.

There’s so much joy we can have with God by appreciating 
each other’s gifts. Still I ponder, does someone need redi-
rection?  Does another need your helping hand?  Let’s not 
assume, like the rest of the world, that we are competition. 
No one gets to heaven without the group. And there’s no 
heavenly moments in our back yard without the help of 
many who mowed and weeded and planted and watered and 
moved wood and cooked brats ‘n potatoes.  I am so blessed. 
Thanks for letting me be a part of God’s kingdom on earth 
with you. P 
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Pastor Nancy  P  I walked over to check the garden behind 
the church. Not that I needed more tomatoes, nor did I expect 
anything to be growing after the hard freeze. I was looking 
for a bit of joy in my day. First, I came up on the remnants of 
our Oktoberfest. As I bent to pick up the boards by the grill, 
I remembered how one of our men stood there in the rain, 
rocking the boards on the soggy ground as he cooked those 
wonderful brats. So I picked up the boards and brought the 
grill back to the concrete walk..  Soon another of our members 
will pull out the mower for the last time and he won’t have to 
move them, I thought. This small kindness brought me the joy 
I was seeking.

Yet there was more. I found some decent tomatoes, red and 
green. I can finally try the fried green tomato recipe from our 
church cook book with these late year pickings. My end of 
harvest went to the critters, but not without a great lesson in 
cooperation. Let me tell you about it.

I have two dogs who came into the family as puppies  
18 months apart. The older is a Jack Russell named Dax. 
She’s had much of the jack trained out of her, but if you sit 
and say “come,” she’ll bounce into your lap. The other dog, 
Lucy, recently turned one year old. She’s a small yellow lab 
who thinks she’s the same kind of dog as her sister, but Lucy 
is all legs and no strength. She can’t make it to your lap with-
out human hands and a bit of muscle and patience.
Yesterday, I had a lot to ponder. I sat in the kitchen and 
watched the dogs in the yard. Lucy was trying to get a tomato 
off a limp vine. She pulled and pulled. She changed her body 
position and tried again. It just wasn’t happening for her, but 
she wouldn’t give up. Dax finally comes over to see what she 

Grace Notes...
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November
2........ Dorothy Kerner
.......... Bill Stoynoff
6........ Rachel Bednar
.......... Barbara Reed
10 ...... Clyde Eggett
15 ...... Christine Kelly
16 ...... Patty Nelson
19 ...... Matthew Dupasquier
.......... Edith Beeman
22...... Alice Anand
23...... Kelly Kaylor
24...... Luke Swanson
27...... Eva Hlinka

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Saturday, December 1

Everyone is invited to join in  
the fun as we carol around  
town. Meet in downtown  
West Chicago after the parade  
and tree lighting (around 5 pm). 
We will carol at West Chicago City Museum, Gallery 200, 
Republic Bank, American Legion and El Coco Loco.
Stay after caroling to enjoy a free horse drawn wagon ride 
together and perhaps share a meal. Please let Ron Benner 
know if you will be participating. P 

Frosty Fest
Sunday, November 4

There will be a time during the worship service for you to 
come forward and light a candle in honor of loved ones who 
have passed away.

If you would like to honor your loved during the worship 
service, please email us the following information by 
Tues, Oct 30:
 Name
 Birth date
 Homegoing date   P 

All Saints Day

We Are On Facebook

Pastor Nancy  P  Have you thought about deepening your 
faith this Christmas?  This December the church will start 
an advent study chosen by our leaders. The program will be 
revealed in November, but we wanted you to know about it 
now. Save time for your spiritual journey this Advent. 

Children and youth classes will be Sunday Morning during 
worship time. Adult classes will be Sundays at 6 pm and 
Wednesdays at 10 am. You can come to either or both of the 
adult study times. Fellowship will include light snacks before 
we dive into the short movie presentation and discussion. P 

Rediscover  Christmas
With Us

Friday, November 30, 9:30am to noon

Decorate for Christmas with the Worship Committee. Many 
hands make light work. Can you help? P 

Lets Decorate!
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dren. Rather than get depressed about this, I recommend you 
focus on doing what you can to make a difference.  The little 
things we all do can and do add up. 

Reduce your use of gasoline: Give someone else a ride to 
where you are going. Combine errands to drive fewer miles. 
Switch to an electric or more efficient vehicle…
Eat more sustainably:  Eat less meat, you don’t need to go 
vegetarian… just eat less meat, especially beef.  Through no 
fault of their own, cattle release lots of methane.
Use less energy: use a programmable thermostat. wash 
clothes in cold water, use LED light bulbs and Energy Star 
appliances.  Dry your clothes but take out and hang for last 
part of drying, especially in dry winter.  Get a home energy 
audit. Winterize your home to avoid heat escaping.
Share your story with friends and relatives to leverage your 
concern/passion with them.
Vote – consider candidates’ positions on the environment in 
your decision making and make your vote count. P

Linda Stoynoff  P  In the news… today I’d like to rein-
force items that have been in the news recently. 
First on the health front… avoid the flu.  The flu can be a 
serious problem and there are two key things to help you 
avoid the flu: 

Get your flu shot. It is available at most drug stores. If you 
have any questions, ask your doctor.
Wash your hands.  Everything you touch in public can have 
flu germs.  Wash your hands frequently and take 15 seconds 
(sing “happy birthday” to keep track), do NOT just lather 
and rinse right away.  Keep hand sanitizer in your car or 
purse when there is no sink nearby.  You do NOT need to use 
antibacterial soap – regular soap works great and broad use 
of antibacterial soap can actually make germs even stronger!
 
Climate change: The United Nations released a report on 
climate change that is pretty gloomy.  We must change the 
trajectory of our planet for our children and grandchil-

Being Green and Healthy Living

Judi Horsley  P  On behalf of the Environmental Commis-
sion for the City of West Chicago, the Green Disciples also 
participated in attaching storm drain medallions to remind 
everyone not to dump waste where water ends up in our 
local waterways. The program was funded by the DuPage 
Foundation through a grant to SCARCE (School and Commu-
nity Assistance for Recycling and Composting Education). 
We were given ten medallions which were placed around our 
church, in a neighborhood where children walk to school and 
by a school bus stop in order to help educate our community 
about the importance of keeping our local waterways clean. 
The medallions are in English and Spanish and read “No 
Dumping! Drains to River”.

Everything that goes down storm drains goes directly into 
our creeks, streams, and rivers - it does not get filtered at 
a water treatment facility. Pollutants, such as cooking oil, 
motor oil, fertilizer, pesticides, litter, and more, will have a 
direct and negative impact on wildlife - plants, animals and 
fish. Pollutants also cost municipalities thousands of dollars 
in maintenance due to cleaning out clogged pipes. Clogged 

Storm Drain Medallions
pipes also lead to costly flooding in our streets and homes. 
The native garden at the front of our church also acts to 
reduce storm drain runoff as rain from the roof goes first 
into the ground and the across the garden. The long roots of 
the native plants help direct and filter the water back into the 
earth.

The Green Disciples continued to stay busy making a differ-
ence by cleaning the highway between Prince Crossing and 
Route 59 on 10/20/18 and by organizing the Pumpkin Collec-
tion for Composting on 11/3/18. P  

Decorate for Christmas with the Worship Committee
On November 30th at 9:30 am - noon. Many hands make  
light work. P

Can you help?
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Liam Goeckner’s Eagle Scout Project benefited our 

back yard. Come see the new raised bed gardens 

and upated outdoor worship space. 

Thank you Troop 21!
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Loving 
GOD

Following 
JESUS

Serving 
OTHERS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
       OF WEST CHICAGO

Cal   endar

SUNDAYS  10:00 am  Worship + Sunday School
  11:15 am  Fellowship
  4:00 pm  The Way Forward Study
  6:30 pm  The Station (youth 12 & over)

WEDNESDAYS  7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
 2 9:00 am Holiday Bazaar Set-Up
 3 9am-1pm Pumpkin Recycling
  10am-2pm Holiday Bazaar
 1 1am-1pm Holiday Luncheon
 7 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk
 10 9:30 am Women’s Breakfast
 12 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 13   Joyful Noise article submission deadline
  6:30 pm Trustees
  6:30 pm Wortship Hospitality
 17 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast @ Egg Yolk Café
 20 6:30 pm SPRC 
  7:30 pm Annual Church Conference
 26 7:00 pm Crafts Rohr’s
 27 7:00 pm Finance

DECEMBER CALENDAR
 1 9:30 am Women’s Breakfast @ Lana Runyan’s
  1-3 pm  Christmas Candy Cottage Workshop
  5:00 pm Caroling at Frosty Fest
 5 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk Cafe
 8 8:30-11 am Breakfast With Santa
 10 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 11   Joyful Noise article submission deadline

We Are On Facebook
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  StewardshipCorner
“Saints Alive! Living Generously” 
Our Stewardship Journey Begins October 28

 1 Corinthians 16:1-4    Now concerning the collection for the 
saints: you should follow the directions I gave to the churches 
of Galatia. On the first day of every week, each of you is to 
put aside and save whatever extra you earn, so that collec-
tions need not be taken when I come. And when I arrive, I 
will send any whom you approve with letters to take your gift 
to Jerusalem.  If it seems advisable that I should go also, they 
will accompany me.

As faithful stewards of the ministry and mission we share 
as Christians, we continue to seek ways to live generously in 
Christ. The members of the Finance Committee invite you to 
join with all the saints at First United Methodist Church on a 

stewardship journey, as together we explore what it means to 
live generously. 

“Giving” stories will be an important part of our journey. 
Each week we will tell the story of one of the vital ministries 
God has entrusted to us and show how that ministry demon-
strates God’s love and leads to changed lives. 
Along the way we’ll also reflect on giving stories from the 
past, as we remember the examples of people who have 
taught us to be generous; on giving stories from the present, 
as we share stories related to supporting ministry today; and 
on giving stories related to the future, as we consider the 
legacy of giving we would like to leave. 
These stories of our shared life and witness grow out of 
God’s love in Christ—the rich ground from which new life 
arises. During the weeks of our giving journey, out of this 
rich ground we will “grow” a tree together, filling its branches 
with leaves that identify saints alive, living generously. 
On Sunday, November 18, we will celebrate God’s generosity 
toward us and honor God’s invitation to bless those who are 
eager for the Good News of Jesus Christ. At that time, we will 
present our personal commitment cards as an act of worship. 
Watch for more information as we begin this exciting time of 
growth and giving together!. P

November 4 November 11 November 18 November 26

Notes Communion Sharing Our  
Blessings

Communion Noisy Cans

Flowers $10/
flower  
arrangement

Erlaine  
& Howard Born

* Please Sign Up *

Pearl Schoenberger

Tom & Chris Kelly

Gsedl’s

* Please Sign Up *

Lana & Dave Runyan

* Please Sign Up *

Lay Reader * Please Sign Up * Erlaine Born Lucy Nelson Pearl Schoenberger

Hospitality 
Team

John Singh

Morrie Teal

Mason Dupasquier

Barbara Nelsen

Paul Dupasquier

Jennifer Dupasquier

Judy MacNerland

Dave Morrissey

Robin Morrissey

Linda Johnson

Erlaine Born

Don DeRouin

Karen Sanders

A/V Tom Thomas Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier

Sanctuary Setup Brian Hendricks

Mike Horsley

Church of the Nazarene Men’s Breakfast Tom Thomas

Gary Chezem

Visitation V: Judy & Eileen

C: Judi Horsley

B: Betty Rohr

V: Lana & Karen

C: Linda Johnson

B: Susan Hall

V: Roberta & Gigi

C: Barb Nelsen

B: Roberta Kent

V: Mike & Judi

C: Dorothy Kerner

B: Judi Horsley

Communion Intinction Intinction
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Pastor Nancy  P  Come and join us on Sundays as we Live Generously through song, scripture and message! Every disciple 
(you!) has a part in making the whole picture of generosity a reality in our church. In participation and contribution you can 
bless our church with God’s vision for First UMC.
Beginning October 28th we will add leaves to our “giving tree.” Each week our leaves allow you to fill in a word of generosity. 
Consider how you could respond to the following:

___________________________________ has shown me what it means to be generous.

I’m passionate about the church’s ministry to ___________________________________.

I want my life to serve as an example and legacy of giving for the benefit of ___________________________________

At the end of the series, everyone is invited to join us for Celebration Sunday and a free luncheon after Worship, in this small 
way we show our thanks to you for participating in this series of Sundays which explain the ministry and mission of our 
church. We’re serving the ever-popular home-made chicken tetrazzini made by our Finance Committee - yummm. P

Living Generously

Working the breakfast shift for PADS requires energy and 
many, many smiles. At the end of my first shift of the season 
in October, a PADS guest was still in the women’s restroom. 
At about 7:10am, I called out to her to make sure she was OK. 
She was, but she has a disability and moves very slowly. As 
she left, she said, “We know when we are really welcome and 
we always feel welcome here.” Just passing on the “pat on 
the back” to everyone who misses these compliments because 
they work the sleeping shifts! What we do at PADS is a two-
way blessing.  P  

What You Do Matters!

Lisa Marie Vogt  P  Our Trustees keep our building in tip-top 
shape. They often perform repairs with their own extensive 
knowledge, other times they task Lisa Marie with finding 
quotes to ensure we have the best price for repairs. 

Jim Kent programs our thermostats twice a year ensuring 
that the building is a comfortable temperature. His expertise 
is also called on for other maintenance needs.

During the growing season Wayne Rohr, Dave Runyan, Tom 
Thomas, and Bruce Treudt mowed each week and kept our 
lawn looking great.

Mike & Judi Horsley attacked the constant weed invasion 
and kept our Native garden, bell garden, Monarch way station 
and planters looking beautiful.

Take a moment to personally reach out to these people and 
thank them.  P  

We Appreciate You!

We Are On Facebook

P  Soup mixes  P   
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P  Cleaning room 136  P   

P  Gift Baskets  P   
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United Methodist & Congregational Women
Jenny Tracey  P  There’s a chill in the air, but a warmth in 
our hearts as we approach the seasons to come.  I am happy 
to say that I am back from my Summer Vacation. We will meet 
on Nov 10 and have a guest speaker Elanor Horsely speak to 
us on beauty.
 
Nov 3 is our annual Bazaar and Luncheon. We will have a 
total of proceeds in the next newsletter.  
 
Did you hear Santa is coming to a church near you! Grab your 
lists and join us for Breakfast with Santa on Dec 8th proceeds 
from this event benefit the Neighborhood Food Pantries. We 
will have a special gift for each child that comes to see San-
ta.  A huge thank you to Michael Rohr for being our Santa.

 As this year comes to an end we have time to look back on 
all that we have accomplished and reflect on what we would 
like to continue to do in 2019. We will be addressing this in 
our next meeting on Dec 1 in the comfort of Lana’s home. 
Thank you, Lana, for continuing this tradition of welcoming 
us into your home.
 
Through God we will accomplish great things for it is his 
strength that we lean on when times are hard.
 
Please let me know any thoughts or ideas that you would like 
to share.  P  

v

P  Bazaar crafts  P   
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If you have questions about any of the  
information in this report, I will be glad to give you more 
details.  You may e-mail your questions to me at

roberta-kent@hotmail.com  
or call me at (630) 653-1692

Roberta Kent  P  Following is a summary of income and 
expenses for the first three quarters of 2018.  Both icome and 
expense for the month of September were slightly above the 
budgeted amounts. We paid all bills including one month of 
conference apportionments and ended the month with a small 
positive balance. We are still very far behind on conference 
apportionments so your continued financial support is greatly 
needed.

Senior Pastor:  Nancy Rethford
revrethford@gmail.com | (630) 360-0471 Cell

First United Methodist Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 915 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-3344 | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
www.FirstUmcUcc.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Friday | 8:30 am - 5 pm

First Congregational Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 458 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-1306

Youth Pastor:   
   Leslie Singh | piepielac@yahoo.com
Music Director:  
   Ron Benner | choochooron@aol.com
Lay Leader (UMC):   
   Lana Runyan | grandmar96@hotmail.com
Church Council Chair:  
   Catherine Chezem
                | Catherine.Chezem@uscellular.com
Moderator (FCC):  
   Erlaine Born 
Administrative Assistant:  
   Lisa Marie Vogt | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:  
   Uwe Gsedl | oova92@me.com
Photography (unless otherwise noted):  
   Judi Horsley | judithhorsley@comcast.net
Custodian:  
   Erlaine Born

$inancial Update...

CHURCH INCOME
Amounts Received:
 Contribution Income ............................................. $173,719.82
 Building Rental and Miscellaneous ............................9,136.75
 Transfer from Contingency Fund ..............................5,135.00
 Total Income as of 9/30/18 .........................$187,991.57
Other Available Funds:
 Cash Carried Forward From 2017 .....................$101,171.24*
 Total Available Funds ..................................$289,162.81

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE
Amounts Paid:
 Staff Salaries and Benefits ..................................$104,710.66
 Mortgage Interest .....................................................22,029.89
 Building and Property Maintenance ......................... 9,814.14
 Utilities .........................................................................12,817.17
 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) ....... 9,208.94
 Operating and Office Expense .................................... 7,149.80
 Mission and Outreach ................................................10,201.91
 Ministry and Worship ................................................. 2,243.56
 Principal Reduction on Mortgage ......................... 110,875.05
 Total Amounts Paid as of 9/30/18 ...............$289,051.12
Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid:
 UMC Conference Apportionments ........................$12,552.00
 Other Unpaid Bills ............................................................... 0.00
 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 9/30/18 . $12,552.00

*Amount includes $100,000 for principal reduction on mortgage.
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Green Disciples
Michael Horsley  P  The West Chicago Environmental 
Commission and the Green Disciples have teamed up 
again in 2018 to collect pumpkins for composting. Last 
year was the first annual pumpkin collection for West 
Chicago with one-ton of pumpkins collected. We hope 
to double the weight in 2018. Bring your decaying 
pumpkins to 643 E. Washington Street on Saturday, 
November 3, 2018 from 9am until 1pm. Why should we 
all do this? About two-thirds of landfill waste contains 
biodegradable organic matter from households, business 
and industry. As this material decomposes, it releases 
methane gas, making landfills the third largest producer 
of Methane gas. As a potent greenhouse gas, methane 
traps up to 20 times more heat in the atmosphere as 
compared with carbon dioxide. Composting reduces the 
community’s carbon footprint. 

With this in mind, SCARCE (School and Community Assis-
tance for Recycling and Composting Education) sponsors 

the Pumpkin Collection to teach us about the benefits of 
composting. The Green Disciples were invited by SCARCE 
to learn more about commercial composting by visiting the 
Willow Ranch Compost Facility in Romeoville. The DuPage 
Foundation funded the Food Scrap Composting Bus tour. 
Twelve different DuPage communities sent representatives to 
learn about food scrap composting and the need for consum-
ers to purchase the end product (which has no unpleasant 
odors).  The DuPage Yard Waste Transfer Station is located in 
West Chicago. They receive the yard material from the church 
for composting. But we could all do more with a curbside food 
scrap collection. If you are interested, please let your alder-
persons, along with other City officials, know that you would 
support a contract that included curbside food scrap collec-
tion. Compost is a healthy, chemical-free soil amendment and 
safe for all gardens and yards. A report was made to the West 
Chicago Environmental Commission on October 17th.

Want to know more? Just ask David Byerly, Gigi Hendricks or 
Judi and Michael Horsley.  P  


