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while, you understand what it takes to be a true disciple 
of Jesus Christ. We can read about it from the Gospels and 
Epistles, but seeing it in practice makes the Word of God 
present in a movie sort of way. It’s still someone else, but we 
become emotionally involved. 

To make the Word of God incarnate in our lives, we have to 
be the generous and joy-filled actors in our world. We are the 
ones who are responsible for mentoring the next generation 
of generous disciples.  Let our example in giving and around 
the table this month take the next step in being who God has 
called us to be, a light on a hill where others can live in our 
shadow. P

L First United Methodist & First Congregational Church of West Chicago  L

Pastor Nancy  P  Fresh out of College I took my first real job 
in an international company that made a shower heads and 
air purifiers. I had a degree in international relations and I 
thought I would be good with negotiations. So, they placed me 
in the secretarial pool in the Purchasing Department.  Well, 
you have to start somewhere, I was told. Grateful for the op-
portunity I embraced the job of typing up purchase orders and 
filing large cards with the history of parts. 

Months into the job I learned that the buyer for the screws, 
Spencer, was a United Methodist. Together we made a cov-
enant to attend the Lenten Services at First UMC followed 
by dinner at The Village, a famous Italian grotto. Everyone 
loved Spencer. From the maitre d’ to the sellers, Spencer had 
everyone’s attention. In his shadow I learned that generosity 
coupled with joy made a lot of friends.  

It is not generosity alone that brings friends to your side. It 
is also the joy you exhibit in all times. We are grateful for the 
generosity of others when times are rough, but what of our 
joy in receiving? Can we say that we are grateful for the gen-
erosity, small and large, that others have shared with us?

On the second “Black Friday” in as many weeks, Spencer was 
called into the president’s office and fired. I was outraged that 
this great employee and friend was treated in this way. Spen-
cer did not take the news with anger. He saw a door opening. 
He saw the company changing in a direction he didn’t agree 
with. He found hope when others wanted him to despair. 

If you’ve lived in the shadow of great righteousness for a 

In the Shadow of Greatness

Worship & Pastor’s Schedule
Nancy Blade Rethford  P  In this time of significant changes 
for my family, the Bishop and Staff Parish Committee have 
offered me a one month leave of absence. I will accept this 
generosity. The preaching schedule and pastoral coverage for 
January will be handled by volunteer clergy working with 
the District Superintendent Jeffry Bross. There will be three 
guest preachers January 6 - 27 and Burt Andrews will preach 
one Sunday. When I come back to worship on February 2, my 
long-time friend Rev. Rich Rubietta will lead us in a healing 
service with some new songs he is writing. 

I will be in touch with the staff weekly to stay up do date on 
administrative and volunteer issues. If there is a need for a 
pastoral visit please contact Dave Morrissey who will relay 
the information to the District Superintendent. The staff will 
notify me about prayer concerns and, if needed, assistance 
to the assigned pastor. For this month, we will lean on our 
connection to people in the United Methodist Church and be 
grateful that we are not alone.

I care very deeply for the needs of the parish, but I also need 
to prepare myself spiritually to lead my family through the 
divorce. During this month I will have time to visit my friend 
Ho Chuck Ska Ga for the spiritual cleansing service he offered 
many months ago. We also plan on making a cross country 
college trip and possibly a trip to see my sister in Portland. I 
will use my time wisely for spiritual renewal, family healing 
and reaffirmation of call. I am grateful for the leaders in our 
church, for the District Superintendent and clergy who stand 
in for me and especially to Bishop Dyck whose wisdom and 
care cover all of us.. P
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December
1 ......... Andrew Woods
2 ......... Christian Nelson
 ........... Katelynn Tracey
3 ......... Roberta Kent
9 ......... Corey Kaylor
17 ....... Kiran Massey
19 ....... Pat Bednar
 ........... Mike Roberts
 ........... John Robertson
22 ....... Amy Kaylor
23 ....... Chrissy Amos
 ........... Meg Runyan
24 ....... Karen Eggett
 ........... Terry Hendricks
28 ....... Greg Watts
 ........... Craig Christiansen
 ........... Bea Ivanecky
29 ....... John Singh

January
8 ......... Janice Petrie
 ........... Terry Klingberg
11 ....... Burt Andrews
13 ....... Anju Decker
26 ....... Teddy Kufta
27 ....... Eva Hlinka
28 ....... Ken & Joyce Smith (1961)
30 ....... Becky Rethford
31 ....... Dave Runyan
27 ....... Eva Hlinka

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

From The Editors
The next Joyful Noise will not be published until the end of 
January. You can keep up with church events by checking 
in with the church Facebook page www.facebook.com or by 
checking the church website at www.FirstUmcUcc.org. There 
is a church Facebook feed under Media and Resources. On the 
home page, click on the three bars in the upper right-hand 
corner to get a selection list. Click on Media and Resources 
and then click on Facebook Feed. Enjoy. P

Holiday Light & 
Extension Cord  
Recycling
November 23, 2018 – January 18, 2019
Judi Horsley  P  The West Chicago Environmental Com-
mission is once again helping to keep the holiday “green” 
this season by coordinating the free recycling of strands of 
incandescent and LED holiday lights and extension cords that 
no longer work.

Recycled items may be dropped off here at church or at the 
following locations from Nov 23, 2018 – Jan 18, 2019:

·	 West Chicago City Hall, 475 Main Street

·	 Murphy Ace Hardware, 319 South Neltnor Boule-
vard

·	 West Chicago Water Treatment Plant, 1400 West 
Hawthorne Lane

·	 West Chicago Public Library District, 118 West 
Washington Street

·	 The ARC Center, 201 W. National Street

·	 The program is coordinated with Elgin Recycling, 
which collects these items to strip and recycle for 
their copper and plastic parts. The company is a 
full service scrap metal business serving the area 
for more than 30 years. P
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tags. For gift bags with tags attached, write “Reuse 
this bag!” instead of the recipient’s name. (Just don’t 
forget who it goes to.)

·	 The Gift of Charity: Give money to a local charity, 
sponsor a child overseas or help impoverished women 
start a small business all in the name of your loved 
ones.

·	 Make It Fun and Easy: Decrease spending, stress and 
waste by having family members draw names and 
sticking to a ‘one gift’ rule. This allows each person to 
get one especially thoughtful, high quality and unique 
gift from someone who had the time to dedicate their 
effort.

·	 Energy-efficient LED Lighting: If your strands of 
lights are older than 10 years it will be more efficient 
to replace them with newer, LED bulbs. They can 
also save you up to 90% or more on power costs and 
will last longer than traditional bulbs.  Use timers to 
have your lights on only as long as you want without 
having to remember to turn them off each night when 
you are tired.  P

Linda Stoynoff  P  The Christmas season is upon us.  Here 
are some tips from this website, where there are even more 
tips for you: 

http://www.sustainablebabysteps.com/green-christmas.html

First for your health:

·	 Slow Down: Stop running in circles, give yourself 
permission to say «No» to too many commitments, 
and focus your attention on the details that we 
so often miss. Revel in the smells of baking or the 
sounds of bells. Allow the Spirit of this holy holiday 
to envelop you in warmth and joy.

·	 Connect with the Season: Light candles, decorate a 
Winter Table, create Advent traditions and reflect 
on the year or Christmas› past. Surround yourself 
with the beauty of the holiday and the seasonal 
changes and savor what you notice in the details.

·	 Connect With Others: Make time for family 
traditions or create new ones. Bake with your 
children, send handwritten cards with gratitude 
for each recipient, organize holiday wrapping 
parties with friends and keep your focus on those 
you love. 

Next for the environment:

·	 Less Really Is More: Use the decorations you have 
and forego buying new “stuff” that will end up in the 
yard sale come August and make every gift count by 
purchasing things with value, purpose and meaning.

·	 Choose Sustainable Materials: Organic cotton, hemp, 
silk, wood...all are natural, renewable materials. They 
add texture and character to gifts or your decora-
tions. And they support sustainable farmers.

·	 Shop Locally-Owned: Support your community and 
local economy by shopping small mom-and-pop stores, 
especially if those stores also sell locally made items.

·	 Sustainable Wrapping Paper: Ditch the rolls of wrap-
ping paper and avoid glossy or metallic gift wrap. 
Instead, check out fabric gift wrap or use colorful ads 
from the newspaper. Use the greeting cards received 
last year or any other recycled material to make gift 

Being Green and Healthy Living

Collection Corner
Judi Horsley  P  Did you know, we continue to collect these 
items? We appreciate your efforts to keep resources out of 
landfills and help others!

·	 Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House in Winfield

·	 Bread tabs for SCARCE

·	 Gently used shoes

·	 Box Tops for Education

·	 Expired Batteries

·	 Empty Ink Cartridges 
 
P

We Are On Facebook
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Need a Christmas 
or Hostess Gift?
Judi Horsley  P  There are several items that make good 
Christmas gifts still available from the Gift Bazaar:
(1) pack of six All Occasion Cards $8  
      (created by Linda Worthington)
(5) Boxes of thirty All Occasion Cards $30 each
(1) Gift Basket (Birthday Party supplies) $15
(3) New Year’s Day Chili Mix $7.50 each
(1) Turkey Noodle Soup Mix $6.00
(2) Split Pea Soup Mix $7 each
(1) Holiday Bean Soup Mix $7
(2) Santa Decorations made from tomato cage $5 each
(1) Elf Decoration made from tomato cage $5

Cash or check payable to UMW - See Roberta or Judi
In addition, Coffee always makes a good gift for yourself or 
others:
Organic Breakfast Blend $7 per bag
Organic Decaf $8 per bag
Cash or check payable to FUMC - See Judi   P

Green Disciples
Judi Horsley  P  Thinking belatedly about All Saint’s Day, we 
should have recognized two individuals who contributed to the 
Heritage Bell Plaza and the Native Garden before they passed. 
Art Gara designed and planted the garden at the front entrance 
of the church and Joe Kramer provided the heavy equipment 
with an operator to install the bells. Both men were generous to 
the communities in which they lived and served. We will always 
be grateful for their support of these projects.  P

Pumpkin Collection 
11/3/18
A total of .65 tons (1300 pounds)  
of pumpkins were  
collected for composting!
Many thanks to the City of West Chicago for providing the 
dumpster and to the helpers at the collection site: Michael L. 
Horsley, Brian Hendricks, John Symowicz (West Chicago Envi-
ronmental Commission), Jennifer Duspaquier, and Flora (Team 
Green, D94 Community High School, West Chicago).  P

P  PICTURES  P   P  PICTURES  P   P  PICTURES  P   

P  Pumpkin Collection  P   
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Loving 
GOD

Following 
JESUS

Serving 
OTHERS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
       OF WEST CHICAGO

Cal   endar

SUNDAYS  10:00 am  Worship + Sunday School
  11:00 am FellowshiTp
  6:00 pm Down to Earth – Advent Bible Study+light supper
  6:30 pm The Station (youth 12 & over)

WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER
  9:30 am Down to Earth – Advent Bible Study+light breakfast
  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

DECEMBER CALENDAR
 1 9:30 am Women’s Holidauy Breakfast
  1-3 pm Christmas Candy Cottage Workshop
  5-6 pm Frosty Fest Caroling
 4 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality
 5 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk
 8 8:30-11 am Breakfast With Santa
 10 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 11   JOYFUL NOISE DEADLINE
  6:30 pm Trustees
 15 8:30 am Men’s Breakfast @ Egg Yolk
 18 7:00 pm Church Council
 24 7:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship
 26 7:00 pm Finance
 30 6pm-9am Station: Lock-In

SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
  10:00 am Worship + Sunday School
  11:00 am Fellowship
  6:30 pm The Station (youth 12 & over)

WEDNESDAYS IN JANUARY
  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

JANUARY CALENDAR
 2 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk
 5 9:30 am Women’s Breakfastt
 9 6:30 pm Trustees
 13 10:00 am Song Sing during Worship
 14 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s
 15   JOYFUL NOISE DEADLINE
  7:00 PM Church Council
 22 7:00 pm Finance
 28 7:00 pm Crafts @ Rohr’s

P  Kirby’s Prayer Blanket  P   
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DECEMBER 2 DECEMBER 9 DECEMBER 16 DECEMBER 23 DECEMBER 30

Notes Communion Sharing Our  
Blessings

Communion Noisy Cans

Flowers $10/
flower  
arrangement

Jim Kent

Susan Hall

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up * * 
Please Sign Up *

Mike & Judi Horsley

* Please Sign Up *

Lay Reader Tina Gsedl Erlaine Born Lucy Nelson * Please Sign Up * Please Sign Up *

Hospitality 
Team

John Singh

Morrie Teal

Mason Dupasquier

Barbara Nelsen

Paul Dupasquier

Jennifer Dupasquier

Judy MacNerland

Dave Morrissey

Robin Morrissey

Linda Johnson

Erlaine Born

Don DeRouin

Karen Sanders

Linda Worthington

Craig Christiansen

A/V Becky Rethford Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier John Singh

Sanctuary Setup Brian Hendricks

Mike Horsley

Church of the Naz-
arene

Men’s Breakfast Tom Thomas

Gary Chezem

Mike Horsley

Brian Hendricks

Visitation V: Erlaine & Howard

C: Gigi Hendricks

B: Donna Howard

V: Judy & Eileen

C: Jenny Tracey

B: Betty Rohr

V: Lana & Karen

C: Judi Horsley

B: Susan Hall

V: Roberta and Gigi

C: Linda Johnson

B: Roberta Kent

V: Mike & Judi

C: Barb Nelsen

B: Judi Horsley

Communion seated Intinction

jANUARY 6 jANUARY 13 jANUARY 20 jANUARY 27
Notes Communion Sharing Our  

Blessings
Communion Noisy Cans

Flowers $10/
flower  
arrangement

John Singh

Morrie Teal

Mason Dupasquier

Barbara Nelsen

Paul Dupasquier

Jennifer Dupasquier

Judy MacNerland

Dave Morrissey

Robin Morrissey

Linda Johnson

Erlaine Born

Don DeRouin

Karen Sanders

Lay Reader Becky Rethford Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier

Hospitality 
Team

Brian Hendricks

Mike Horsley

Church of the Naz-
arene

Men’s Breakfast Tom Thomas

Gary Chezem
A/V V: Erlaine & Howard

C: Dorothy Kerner

B: Donna Howard

V: Judy & Eileen

C: Gigi Hendricks

B: Betty Rohr

V: Lana & Karen

C: Jenny Tracey

B: Susan Hall

V: Roberta and Gigi

C: Judi Horsley

B: Roberta Kent
Sanctuary Setup Intinction Intinction

Visitation V: Erlaine & Howard

C: Gigi Hendricks

B: Donna Howard

V: Judy & Eileen

C: Jenny Tracey

B: Betty Rohr

V: Lana & Karen

C: Judi Horsley

B: Susan Hall

V: Roberta and Gigi

C: Linda Johnson

B: Roberta Kent
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Saturday, December 1
Everyone is invited to join in the fun as we carol around  
town. Meet in downtown West Chicago after the parade  
and tree lighting (around 5 pm). 
We will carol at West Chicago City Museum, Gallery 200, 
Republic Bank, American Legion and El Coco Loco.
Stay after caroling to enjoy a free horse drawn wagon 
ride together and perhaps share a meal. Please let  
Ron Benner know if you will be participating. P 
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P  Gift Baskets  P   

America in Bloom
Judi Horsley  P  As a member of the West Chicago America 
in Bloom Committee representing the church, I am pleased to 
share the link to the America in Bloom Evaluation Report for 
West Chicago, which includes scoring in each category and 
judges’ comments. I hope you will be as pleased as I am with 
the results. Our church received the following note from the 
judges: “What an amazing story you have with the church’s 
green initiative. Keeping planting green in your community.” 
It is a long report, but worth reading if you are a West Chica-
go resident. For a quick review check out Landscaped Areas 
and Environmental Efforts for church recognition and photos.

https://westchicago.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/
West-Chicago-Illinois-2018-Evaluation.pdf  P
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Jenny Tracey  P  It’s time to gather your friends and family 
together once again. To celebrate the birth of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. As we remember Jesus is the reason for the 
season. Carry that loving, giving spirit with you not just at 
this time of the year, but make this the year that you contin-
ue to carry it and share it with others throughout the year.

On December 1 we will meet at Lana Runyan’s for a wonder-
fully tasteful Christmas Brunch. I wanted to thank those who 
have been helpful throughout the year with their support of 
our events. We look forward to the changes and the events 
that we will accomplish as a group in the upcoming year.

The Community of West Chicago is putting together a commu-
nity cookbook to be sold at the Bloomingfest in May of 2019. 
They are looking for groups within West Chicago to submit a 
brief description about what the group does and to submit a 
recipe from that group as well. The UMCW will choose at the 
Jan meeting which recipe from our exciting cookbooks we 
would like to submit. If you have a recipe you or your group 
would like to submit please let me know.

We will continue to assist in helping a family from the 
Winfield Township Pearl will make sure the items get to the 
family in need.

Roberta will purchase toys for the Humanitarian Project and 
gifts for some of the residents of the Dupage Convalescent 
Center to help make their Christmas special.

We are looking forward to Breakfast with Santa on December 
8. We look forward to bringing smiles to all faces, through 
food, fellowship and gifts for the children who choose to see 
Santa.

Thank you to all who purchased new gloves, hat, and mittens 
for our District 33 children. Through your generosity we are 
able to warm their little hands and heads with your heart-
warming gift.

It has been an honor to be the president of the UMCW this 
year looking forward to 2019. We did great things together as 
we continued our traditions, created new traditions and said 
good-bye to one of our long standing traditions, to make room 
for a new tradition to come. We are strong in our faith in the 
Lord and he will guide us where he needs us to be in the year 
to come.

Please let me know if you have any thoughts or ideas you 
would like to share with me.  P Jenny Tracey  P  It’s time 
to gather your friends and family together once again. To cele-

brate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. As we remember 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Carry that loving, giving 
spirit with you not just at this time of the year, but make 
this the year that you continue to carry it and share it with 
others throughout the year.  P

Mission News
Judi Horsley  P  The baby sweaters and ‘cover them with 
love’ blankets that did not sell at the bazaar were donated 
to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatem, IL. 
Thanks to Betty Rohr finishing 10 more baby sweaters and 
Linda Stoynoff completing another blanket, a total of 28 baby 
sweaters and 3 blankets were in the delivery.

In addition, another 70+ pillow cases for breast surgery 
patients will be filled. Robin Hass takes them to the DuPage 
Care Center to be filled by patients and then Linda Stoynoff 
sews them closed before delivering to Central DuPage Hospi-
tal. A wonderful example of missions.  P

v

United Methodist & Congregational Women
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If you have questions about any  
of the information in this report, I will be glad to give you 
more details.  You may e-mail your questions to me 

roberta-kent@hotmail.com  
or call me at (630) 653-1692

Roberta Kent  P  Following is a summary of income and 
expenses for the first ten months of 2018.  Income for the 
month of October were well below the budgeted amount. How-
ever, even though expenses were within the budgeted amount 
we ended the month with a large deficit in excess of $3,000. 
We paid all bills except conference apportionments and we 
are still very far behind on paying our apportionments.  Your 
continued financial support is greatly needed.

Financial Update

CHURCH INCOME
Amounts Received:
 Contribution Income .............................................$190,215.84
 Building Rental and Miscellaneous ......................... 10,263.99
 Transfer from Contingency Fund ..............................5,135.00
 Total Income as of 10/31/18 .......................$205,614.83
Other Available Funds:
 Cash Carried Forward From 2017 .......................101,171.24* 
 Total Available Funds ................................. $306,786.07

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE
Amounts Paid:
 Staff Salaries and Benefits .................................. $116,571.30
 Mortgage Interest .....................................................24,399.47
 Building and Property Maintenance ......................... 9,914.14
 Utilities ........................................................................14,170.06
 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) ......11,219.05
 Operating and Office Expense .....................................7,811.61
 Mission and Outreach ............................................... 11,583.93
 Ministry and Worship ..................................................2,356.81
 Principal Reduction on Mortgage ......................... 112,078.28
 Total Amounts Paid as of 10/31/18 .............$310,104.65
Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid:
 UMC Conference Apportionments ........................$13,679.00
 Other Unpaid Bills ............................................................... 0.00
 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 10/31/18 $13,679.00

*Amount includes $100,000 for principal reduction on mortgage.

Senior Pastor:  Nancy Rethford
revrethford@gmail.com | (630) 360-0471 Cell

First United Methodist Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 915 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-3344 | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
www.FirstUmcUcc.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Friday | 8:30 am - 5 pm

First Congregational Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 458 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-1306

Youth Pastor:   
   Leslie Singh | piepielac@yahoo.com
Music Director:  
   Ron Benner | choochooron@aol.com
Lay Leader (UMC):   
   Lana Runyan | grandmar96@hotmail.com
Church Council Chair:  
   Catherine Chezem
                | Catherine.Chezem@uscellular.com
Moderator (FCC):  
   Erlaine Born 
Administrative Assistant:  
   Lisa Marie Vogt | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:  
   Uwe Gsedl | oova92@me.com
Photography (unless otherwise noted):  
   Judi Horsley | judithhorsley@comcast.net
Custodian:  
   Erlaine Born
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`Mel Wuest  P  Years ago, when an ex-roommate of mine 
was the pastor in a church in a small community in down-
state Illinois, I went to visit him one weekend in the fall 
to watch the Army-Navy game. At the church fellowship 
hour, I noticed that their coffee mugs had the inscription: 
“Christ-Centered and Biblically-Based” and John gave me one 
to take home. Every time I see the mug it is a good reminder 
of the Christian life I need to strive for. I know now that I 
should live with this motto in my heart. 

The Bible, with the Ten Commandments and the Sermon 
on the Mount gives us the wisdom that we as Christians 
should live with. When it has been a while and I read again 
the Sermon on the Mount I realize that it is better than I re-
membered. Dr. Martin Luther King and Gandhi had a special 
fondness for these passages. Jesus introduces the life of ‘per-
fection’ in His sermon. If someone asks: “How is your soul” 
after reading The Sermon on the Mount the proper response 
is: “Longing for perfection.”

‘Because many Christians fail to take the Bible seriously 
and fail to apply Biblical principles to the basics of everyday 
living, their lives are lived only superficially.’ (John Stott) 
For a long time, I wondered what Jesus talked about with 
his Disciples when not in the public arena which would be 
reported in the New Testament.                                                                                                     

‘Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written 
down, I suppose the whole world could not contain the book 
that would be written.’(John 21:25)

I think now that He was explaining the material from His 
Sermon on the Mount. It was His message and instructions 
to His followers and required more explanation because He 
introduced a whole new ballgame. He told us that our motives 
and our thinking can be as sinful as our acts. --Revolution-
ary!!! 

He needed to make it clear for us all. ‘Jesus’ purpose in 
teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, was to correct the 

Pharisees’ false interpretations of God’s law and to explain 
what God’s real intent of the law was when He gave it.’                                                                                                                                             
                                               

He taught us to be poor or humble in spirit so we could be 
molded by God; to mourn to be comforted: to be meek to 
inherit the earth; to hunger for righteousness and be filled: 
be merciful to receive mercy; to be pure in heart to see God; 
to be peacemakers as children of God; to endure persecution 
for Christ’s name for the kingdom of Heaven. In Matthew 
5:39-42, Jesus is telling us that, Christians are to die to self, 
to ‘take up their cross and follow Him,’ and then, He shows 
us how we are to do this. We find this in the prayer of St. 
Francis: ‘And it is in dying (to self) that we are born to Eter-
nal Life’. We are to realize that it is not all about us, but it is 
about others. ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’                                                                                             

Every day in my life I need to center on Christ and I need to 
be sure that my beliefs are Biblically based. From the Cadet 
Prayer: ‘Make us to choose the harder right instead of the 
easier wrong, and never to be content with the half-truth 
when the whole can be won.’                                                        

“Jesus is the “stone you builders rejected which has become 
the cornerstone. Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved.’ (Acts 4:11-12)

If I am to be centered on Christ I would never hate or speak 
evil of another person. I would never lust in my heart or 
mind, and not covet anything. I would let God defend my per-
sonal rights. I would always be completely truthful. I would 
always love my neighbors, and even my enemies.’

This is a difficult order, as perfection is demanding. More 
possessions don’t bring lasting happiness. Seeing to the needs 
of others does! Although I can never reach that goal of being 
completely Christ centered and Biblically based the glory is in 
the trying for perfection every day, one day at a time. Musing 
on the way things should be... P

Mel’ Musings – Christ Centered


