
GRACE NOTES BY PASTOR NANCY 

Who Do We Worship? 

In the ancient world worshippers made altars on 
mountains for the gods above and in the ground for 
the gods below. These gods were known by many 
names and physical manifestations of creation. For 
example the lightening, the storm and the stars were 
all gods from above. Water, earth and fertility were 
gods from below. To the peasant or landowner the 
power of the earth and sky must come from many 
sources. It must have been confusing for them to 
hear about the one God above all gods who didn’t 
have an altar. 

When the story of the True God begins the chaos of 
creation is put in order by God’s command. Our God 
doesn’t consult with the perceived powers with altars 
on the mountains and in the pits. God just does it. 

Later, as Moses is explaining what God expects from 
us with the 10 words we call Commandments, God 
further explains not to worship gods above or gods 
below. The first word is to have no other gods; the 
second is to not create idols.  From the perspective of 
ancient communities this was a hard lesson to learn. 

When we get to the psalmist poetically identifying 
the True God as the only power we need, he writes: 
(Ps 121:1-2) “I raise my eyes toward the mountains. 
Where will my help come from? My help comes from 
the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”  The Lord 
God is not one of the gods worshipped on the moun-
tain. The Lord is the Maker of the mountains and the 
earth and the sky. 

The contemporary band For King and Country has 
produced a song called “On Your Shoulders.” It begins 
with a reflection on Psalm 121. “My strength comes 
from God, who made heaven and earth… and the 
mountains.”  Put in the context of pagan worship on 

the mountains, we can see that dependence on God’s 
power over other powers is the theme of this song. 

Maybe you have trouble trusting God to pull you 
through your weakness, your sickness or your bro-
kenness. It’s easier to turn to bitterness or anger. It’s 
hard to see that the forgiveness right in front of you 
is better than the altar of revenge. But when making 
deep altars of pity or high altars of ego we are failing 
to keep God’s command of worshipping the True God 
only. 

Today worship doesn’t always have a physical  altar. 
Our altar and sacred space in the church isn’t the only 
place we meet God. Worship is in the heart.  Ask 
yourself: What kind of altar have I set up in my heart? 
Who am I really worshipping? Then rededicate the 
altar to the only God who can fix a troubled life. 

September is often the right time to recommit. With 
a late August birthday this falls naturally for me. For 
others classes start again at a higher grade level. For 
all of us the season will change from summer to au-
tumn. To renew your Christian lifestyle take ad-
vantage of opportunities discussed in this issue of 
the Joyful Noise to sing, study, and serve at our 
church. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY 

New pray-ers can join the prayer chain this month by 
contacting Lana Runyan.  The commitment is to pray 
the Sunday Prayers and read the whole email from 
Lana or her occasional substitute. More pray-ers for 
the ministry of the church will help us move forward 
with Christ in the direction of God's choosing. For an 
intense prayer circle, consider joining the Thursday 
pray-ers at their new location, Don and Pat Zietlow's 
home on Bruce Lane in Naperville.  Please speak to 
Pastor Nancy about the time and address. 
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ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE  

Tues, Oct 30 @ 6 pm 

All members and participants are welcome to this exciting meeting, 
where District Superintendent Rev. Jeffry Bross will lead us in holy con-
ferencing.  Past, Present and Future mission and ministry will be shared 
by our group leaders in their annual report and    orally at the late Octo-
ber meeting. 

Please have all reports sent to the church office by October 9. On line 
forms need to be filled out no later than October 22. Nominations and 
Budget for the 2019 are the big agenda items. 

Please help our church by volunteering to serve and by attending your 
committee/board meeting in September. Let's give this new District Su-
perintendent a true picture of our active and loving congregation.  

 

CHANCEL CHOIR RETURNS! 

Choir rehearsal resumes on Wed, Sept 12 at 7:30 pm and will sing dur-

ing worship on Sept 16. 

New voices are always welcome, please join us! 

 

 

INSTALLATION SERVICE - REV JEFFRY BROSS 

Sun, Sept 16 @ 2 pm 

The Installation Service of Installation Jeffry Bross Aurora District Superinten-
dent will be at Grace UMC (300 E. Gartner Road Naperville, IL).  

We are inviting all choir members, worship leaders, and anyone to be a part 
of the Aurora District Mass Choir that will be singing that day. If you are plan-
ning to participate in the choir, please arrive by 1:00 pm on Sunday.  For cop-
ies of the music please speak to Ron Benner.  

Jesus A.K.A. 

Sept 9  - Oct 21 
by Nancy Blade Rethford 

 
Our next worship series 
takes a deep look at the 
Gospel of John, specifically 
the "I am" statements. 
What did Jesus mean when 
he said these things?  Is 
there more going on in the 
story that non-scholars are 
not seeing? To get the full 
message of John's Gospel 
don't miss a week from 
September 9 - October 
21.  In the midst our messy 
lives Jesus says, "I am."   

 

 

 

 

 

SING 



STATION NEWS BY LESLIE SINGH 
 

Summertime has had the Station at a standstill, but as 
schools start up, we resume our standard schedule. 
Our fall kick-off is Sunday September 9, 6-8pm. We’ll 
have dinner and games together before looking back 
over what we’ve read in the Gospel of John during 
the last year. We’ll also discuss our goals and plans 
for the 18/19 school year. (And yes, Students, you will 
finally get your other flip-flop.) I’ve missed you and 
look forward to seeing you all again soon! 

UMCW BY JENNY TRACEY 

 

Where did summer go? The kids are back to school 
and we are watching the leaves start to change on 
the trees. We met August 4 and August 25.  We 
wrapped up the Rummage Sale with proceeds of 
$1,675 and counting. Bake Sale proceeds were 
$195.00 toward JOY Camp 2019. 

We enjoyed our annual salad luncheon on August 25, 
and welcomed Sara Phalen from the West Chicago 
City Museum who had a very informative presenta-
tion about the history of West Chicago. 

Halloween will be here soon and we are hosting our 
first Halloween Carnival on Saturday, October 27 
from 3:30-5:30 pm. There will be games, a haunted 
hallway for kids, and food. We will serve sloppy joes, 
chips, dessert and a drink for 1 price. We need game 
volunteers and food donations. There will be a sign-
up sheet beginning Sunday, September 8. Proceeds 
from this event will go towards JOY Camp 2019. 

Coming Soon….Holiday Bazaar and Luncheon more 
details to come. Thank you for your time and support 
of these events. Please let Jenny Tracey know if you 
have any ideas or suggestions. 

  

Moving Forward 
by Nancy Blade Rethford 

 

Make time in your schedule for important 
conversations about the church on Sun-
days at 6 pm starting Sept 16. 

Concerns about church and denomination 
can be shared at a new Sunday evening 
forum named Moving Forward.  Topics 
will include: how we resolve conflict (Rule 
of Christ), internal church communica-
tion, the denominational conversation on 
“A Way Forward” and The Bible and Hu-
man Sexuality: Claiming Go’s Good Gift by 
Ellen A. Brubaker. 

Through it all, remember that the church 
is Christ’s gift at Pentecost. We say in the 
Communion liturgy, “You gave birth to 
your church, delivered us from slavery 
from sin and death, and made with us a 
new covenant.”  We need to live this. It is 
not Christian to gossip in parking lots or 
whine at suppers about topics that can be 
addressed with holy conferencing. Here is 
your opportunity to put your fears and 
concerns in the hands of God. 

John Wesley said, “Though we cannot 
think alike, may we not love alike? May 
we not be of one heart, though we are 
not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we 
may. Herein all the children of God may 
unite, notwithstanding these smaller 
differences.”  

STUDY 



DO YOU LOVE IT? BY DON ZIETLOW & JEN ZALANSKY 
 

Pat and I have been gardening organically even before it was defined as organic. In 1987 our dream 
was realized when we bought an 80 acre farm in Cashton Wisconsin. In 1990 we retired from our 
jobs in the Chicago area and began to live our dream of farming organically, back to where our child-
hood roots were in Wisconsin. I was 59 years old and Pat was 54. Why would we leave secure office 
jobs to work so hard in the dirt at our ages? 

Throughout our lives we have been blessed to be part of larger farming projects in Illinois and Michi-
gan. We helped establish Maineland Farm in Naperville which is still in operation today. We have 
been asked many times over the years “why do we do what we do in the dirt?”. Our answer? Be-
cause we LOVE IT! 

Our love for it and our motivation all come from our Creator, our Savior, our God. What is farming 
that God would care to give us such a love for it? How can we be a blessing to Him through caring for 
HIS creation and tending to HIS plants and feeding HIS people? All comes from Him and through Him 
to be a blessing for Him. 

It would be easy to end our time here and just say, “We are called to be good stewards of the earth”. 
If we look at Genesis 1:26-30 we have a good insight into the why of our love. Then God said, “Let 
us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the 
birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground. So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and in-
crease in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky 
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Then God said, “I give you every seed-
bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be 
yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that 
move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 

We want to say that Adam and Eve ruined everything good in the Garden when they disobeyed God, 
but the truth of these verses remain…God GIVES us everything. Our love for IT is because He first 
loved us and we are blessed to come alongside an amazing creator that we get to call a friend and 
help Him to bring food to life. This is called relationship! We love IT because we love Him. Without 
Him we can do nothing. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5 

How do I remain “in Him”? Just like any other relationship. I need to regularly connect with Him. I 
need to be purposeful and set aside time for Him. How can I connect with a Savior that has left me 
here and He in Heaven? 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 

So, I read His story (The Bible) and I speak with Him daily (prayer) to get to know this wonderful Crea-
tor, Savior and Friend. (Blessed are those who)… love the LORD’s teachings, and they think about 
those teachings day and night. They are strong, like a tree planted by a river. The tree produces fruit 
in season, and its leaves don’t die. Everything they do will succeed. Psalms 1:2-3 (NCV) 



UMCW Woman of the year  

The 2018 Woman of the Year has been a mem-
ber of the church and the UMCW for many 
years. During that time she has always faithful-
ly served the church and its mission. When 
sign-up sheets are passed around, her name is 
always on them. She shows up to volunteer 
and pitches in wherever help is needed and 
has such a servant attitude. 

She has made a lasting impact on future gen-
erations as a teacher for Sunday School, VBS, 
and Youth Group. She visits our home bound 
members and helps make their day a little 
brighter. As a member of the Green Disciples 
she helps keep our roads clean and is an am-
bassador for green practices at church and at 
Bloomingfest. She serves the homeless among 
us as a volunteer for PADS. At every event 
sponsored by the UMCW she faithfully and 
cheerfully helps. 

We were pleased to honor Gigi Hendricks with 
our Woman of the Year award! 

 

VBS Success! by Leslie Singh 

Thanks to our 17 volunteers using their God-
given greatness (aka spiritual gifts), our Holy 
Kid-Heroes VBS was a triumph! Our efforts 
provided 21 children the opportunity to learn 
how God can use them as heroes too.  Togeth-
er we raised $70 which we delivered when 11 
volunteers packed meals together at Feed My 
Starving Children in Aurora. Thanks for being a 
part of this story, and keep on setting your ex-
ample in speech, faith, life, love and purity 
throughout the adventures to come. 

Pet Blessing 

Rummage Sale 

America in Bloom-Judges Visit 



FINANCIAL UPDATE BY ROBERTA KENT 

Following is a summary of income and expenses for the first seven 
months of 2018.  Income for the month of July was slightly under the 
budgeted amount. Major expenses in July included quarterly liability 
and worker’s comp insurance bills totaling more than $2,300. We paid 
all bills except conference apportionments and ended the month with a 
small negative balance. We are currently very far behind on conference 
apportionments. Your continued financial support is greatly needed. 
 

If you have questions about any of the information in this report, I will 
be glad to give you more details.  You may e-mail your questions to me 
at roberta-kent@hotmail.com or call me at (630) 653-1692.   
 

CHURCH INCOME 
Amounts Received: 
 Contribution Income $135,579.51 
 Building Rental and Miscellaneous 7,381.03 
 Transfer from Contingency Fund 5,135.00 
 Total Income as of 7/31/18 $148,095.54 
Other Available Funds: 
 Cash Carried Forward From 2017 101,171.24** 
Total Available Funds $249,266.78 
 

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE 
Amounts Paid: 
 Staff Salaries and Benefits $82,301.48 
 Mortgage Interest 17,274.29 
 Building and Property Maintenance 9,814.14 
 Utilities 10,346.79 
 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) 7,057.25 
 Operating and Office Expense 5,725.50 
 Mission and Outreach 6,518.60 
 Ministry and Worship 1,827.56 
 Principal Reduction on Mortgage 108,485.03 
 Total Amounts Paid as of 7/31/18 $249,350.64 
Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid: 
 UMC Conference Apportionments $11,517.00 
 Other Unpaid Bills 0.00 
 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 7/31/18 $11,517.00 
 

**Amount includes $100,000 for principal reduction on mortgage. 

SERVE 

PADS 
 

 

New Volunteer  

Orientation 
 

Thurs, Sept 20 @ 7 pm 

            ---------- 

Home Stretch! 
 

Our PADS blanket wash-a-thon is 
more than halfway done. Won’t 
your help us cross the line 
strong? 
 
Please take a few blankets 
home, wash them and return 
them to church by Sept 16. 
Thank you! 
 

            ---------- 
 

3rd Week Dinner 
 

Lisa Marie Vogt has volunteered 
to provide the 3rd week PADS 
dinner. She asks for your prayers 
in this new endeavor and for 
your support as needed. 



Sundays 

10:00 am Worship + Sunday School 
11:00 am Fellowship 
6:00 pm The Way Forward Study 
6:00 pm    The Station (youth 12 & over) 
 

Wednesdays 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 pm The Station (youth 12 & over) 

September Calendar 
4 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality 
5 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk 
11 6:30 pm Trustees 
15 8:30 am Men’s Breakfast @ Egg Yolk 
18   JOYFUL NOISE DEADLINE 
 7:00 pm Church Council 
25 7:00 pm Finance 

 

October Calendar 
2 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality 
3 11:30 am Ladies Lunch @ Egg Yolk 
6   Oktoberfest 
9 6:30 pm Trustees 
 

September Birthdays   
& Anniversaries 
 
2 Susan Hall 
3 Pat & Bev Bednar (1983) 
 Matt & Christine Moore (1994) 
4 Julie Lamberty 
 John Linegar 
5 Betty Muir 
7 Anita Singh 
8 Nina Gsedl 
9 Tom & Christine Kelly (1989) 
10 Sydney Moore 
13 Erlaine Born 
14 Christy Scott 
 Cavan Thomas 
15 Jenny Tracey 
16 Brian Hendricks 
19 Don DeRouin 
20 Judith & Michael Horsley (1975) 
26 Chris & Anita Singh (1984) 
27 Dawn Kemp 
28 Jessica Singh 

  Sep 2 Sep 9 Sep 16 Sep 23 Sep 30 

Notes Communion Sharing Blessings Communion Noisy Cans   

Flowers $10/

flower arrange-

ment 

Horsley’s 
* Please Sign Up * 

Gsedl’s 
Howard Born 

Linda Johnson 
* Please Sign Up * 

Horsley’s 
* Please Sign Up * 

Pearl Schoenberger 
* Please Sign Up * 

Lay Reader * Please Sign Up * Lucy Nelson Tina Gsedl * Please Sign Up Pearl Schoenberger 

Hospitality 
Team 

John Singh 
Morrie Teal 
Mason Dupas-
quier 

Barbara Nelsen 
Paul Dupasquier 
Jennifer Dupas-
quier 
Judy MacNerland 

Tom Thomas 
Dave Morrissey 
Robin Morrissey 
Linda Johnson 

Erlaine Born 
Don DeRouin 
Karen Sanders 

Linda Worthington 
Craig Christiansen 

A/V Tom Thomas Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier John Singh 

Sanctuary 

Setup 

Brian Hendricks 
Mike Horsley 

Church of the Naz-
arene 

Men’s Breakfast Tom Thomas 
Gary Chezem 

Mike Horsley 
Brian Hendricks 

Visitation 

  

V: Lana & Karen 
C: Judi Horsley 
B: Susan Hall 

V: Roberta & Gigi 
C: Linda Johnson 
B: Roberta Kent 

V: Mike & Judi 
C: Barb Nelsen 
B: Judi Horsley 

V: Erlaine & How-
ard 
C: Dorothy Kerner 
B: Donna Howard 

V: Judy & Eileen 
C: Gigi Hendricks 
B: Betty Rohr 

Communion Intinction   Intinction     



FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH  
 

Mailing Address 

P. O. Box 915 
West Chicago, IL 601863 
 

Street Address 

643 E. Washington Street 
West Chicago, IL 601863 
 

630-231-3344 
www.FirstUmcUcc.org 
wegoumcucc@gmail.com 

Holy Kid Heroes VBS 

Outdoor Worship 


