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In ancient building practices, the cornerstone was the 
principal stone placed at the corner of the building. The cor-
nerstone was usually one of the largest, the most solid, and 
the most carefully constructed.  The early church described 
Christ Jesus as the Cornerstone in Ephesians referring that 
Christ’s church was unified and held together in Him.  

Stones verses Rocks. We are also aware that Jesus named 
the apostle Peter “the Rock” leading us to question do we 
look to the “Rock” (referencing Peter’s descendent the 
current Pope) or do we look to Christ our Cornerstone? Ge-
ologists will tell you that rocks are the raw material. Stones 
have been handled by creation – rivers or human beings. 
Speaking theologically, Peter had some rough edges. He was 
raw material.  Christ, on the other hand, was crafted by 
God for a wondrous purpose, to bring all people together in 
glorious worship.

This summer we join each other in worship to consider 
the stones of our faith. One by one we will compile a list of 
words that have meaning for us. Like stones stacked as an 
altar or meditation, we pile each on the rock hard founda-
tion, the Cornerstone himself, Christ Jesus.
What stones have you collected through the years?  What 
stones are you collecting now?  P 
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Pastor Nancy E. Rethford  P Stone upon Stone
“As God’s household, you are built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the corner-
stone.”  Ephesians 2:20 ceb

Many of my significant spiritual experiences are marked by a 
stone collection.  I can no longer tell you of the experiences, 
but the collection grows. Sometimes it’s a glass stone from 
the baptismal font. Sometimes it’s a river stone picked from 
the walking path. But that I continue to collect them pleases 
God, I believe.  I have not stopped having wonderful spiritual 
experiences.

Thinking deeply on stones, Christ as the cornerstone of the 
church bears some reflection.

Cornerstones identify the building by name and/or date.  Our 
cornerstone by the East Entrance says “2006” and contains 
a time capsule, set to be opened in 2078.  This is not the same 
use of the cornerstone discussed in the Bible.

“Therefore, the Lord God says: Look! I’m laying in Zion a 
stone, a tested stone, a valuable cornerstone, a sure founda-
tion: the one who trusts won’t tremble.”  Isaiah 28:16 ceb

Grace Notes...

Shoeman Water Project

Lana Runyan & Burt Andrews  P  We recently received 
351 pairs of bagged shoes from Pastor Tim Mitchell’s Dixon 
church and they have been loaded into our storage unit. Our 
storage unit count is now 831 pairs of bagged shoes and our 
overall total is 28,824.

Keep collecting shoes and spreading the word. 30,000 pairs 
of shoes is not far away!  P

Shoe Collection

We Are On Facebook
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July
1 .......... Orville Grammer
3 .......... Terry & Melody Klingberg
5 .......... Ken Smith
8 .......... Todd Zorn
 ............ Chris & Anna Kemp
9 .......... Bev Bednar
11 ........ Karen Warkentin
12 ........ Dorothy Baehr
.......Frieda Howard
21 ........ Jennifer DuPasquier
 ............ Tom Kelly
27 ........ Max Hass
28 ........ Anita Wuest
29 ........ Heather Horsley
 ............ Frieda Onken

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

July 15 at 1 pm is the Railroad Days Parade in West Chica-
go. We will be celebrating our various heritages. Check with 
Jenny Tracey to verify that your home country’s flag is 
represented on our float. You may dress in heritage clothing 
or come as you are. Ride or walk, we’ll have water bottles to 
beat the heat.

After the parade, please join us for a Picnic at the Parsonage 
(520 E. Grandlake) about 2:45 pm.  Bring a dish to pass. 
Beverages, meat, drinks and tableware will be provided. This 
annual gathering is for church members and the WCCHS 
Marching Band. 

July 29 at 10 am – Outdoor Worship at the North Pavilion of 
Reed-Keppler Park, Potluck follows.

August 18 at 10:30 am – Pet Blessing at the Church, a short 
service including a personal prayer for every pet and favorite 
animal (for kids the definition is open-ended). Pictures are 
permitted where pets cannot attend.  Bring pets leashed or in 
personal carriers. New family pets are welcome! P 

Special Events for 
July and August

Pastor Nancy E. Rethford  P  Turn your stress into 
blessed this summer in Sunday worship. We’ll be  
stacking meditation stones as we place one lesson on  
top of another. Scripture will move us through  
Matthew’s Beatitudes and author Mary Lou Redding will 
guide us in “The Power of a Focused Heart.”  You will  
be offered stones for your home devotional time each 
week. These can be stacked in remembrance of the 
lessons or to produce a quieting of your spirit. Practice 
with the Pastor at the church office. We have a sand 
and stone set-up for you to try at the connect center. 
On August 6 the altar will be in the center of a circled 

Worship Series for July and August`
congregation, depicting a simulated outdoor worship 
experience indoors.  

Breaking with this pattern, on July 29th we worship at 
Reed-Keppler Park at the North Pavilion.   
Our VBS program will present special music that day.  
We hope to have the experience be as memorable as 
2017 outdoor experience. Let the cool winds of the Holy 
Spirit blow again!  We end with a potluck.  
Please bring a dish to pass and tableware for your  
family/guests. This is a good time to invite broadly. P

We Are On Facebook
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day (like a hot sidewalk on a summer night). Having an 
outdoor A/C unit shaded, usually by plants, can raise its 
efficiency up to 10%.

7. Cook outside, or not at all. It’s hot in the kitchen. 
Appliances like refrigerators and electronics create 

heat, but the stove is the biggest culprit. Cook outside 
on the grill or eat chilled dishes. The microwave is also a 
cooler option than the stove top.

8. Think cotton. Use light weight cotton sheets and 
wear cotton pajamas to keep cooler at night.

9.  Take a brief cool shower when you are warm, or 
just soak your feet in cool water, it will make a big 

difference.`P  `

Linda Stoynoff  P  Here are tips to save money/energy 
on cooling your home.  It is important for your health to 
stay cool on hot days/nights.

1. Give your air conditioner a checkup, or a replace-
ment. Clearing a clogged A/C unit filter alone can 

save 5 to 15 percent in energy use, and will help it work 
better and not need repairs. If your air conditioner is 
more than ten years old, it may be time for a new one, 
which could save a lot of energy. A/C units have “SEER” 
ratings which help you know how efficient they are.

2. Adjust your thermostat. Just a couple degrees can 
make a huge difference. One study found that each 
degree a thermostat is set above 75⁰F could save 10% 
to 15% in energy. Many experts recommend setting the 
temperature at 78⁰F on hot days, and 82⁰F – 85⁰F when 
you’re outside the house. Install a programmable ther-
mostat so you don’t have to remember to change it.

3. Use fans instead of A/C. Ceiling fans are low-tech, 
and they work wonders. A ceiling fan can cut back 

on air conditioning needs, saving up to 40% on electric-
ity. Portable fans are great too, and can be positioned 
strategically. Fans make it feel cooler by moving air and 
pulling body heat away from your skin.

4. Open your windows, especially at night. There is 
a very simple cooling technique, cross ventilation. 

Like fans, opening two or more windows in a room or 
house will help circulate air.

5. Install window coverings. Your air conditioning 
works the hardest in sunny rooms that heat up like 

a greenhouse. Simple solution: install venetian blinds, 
light-colored curtains, or any other device to keep sun-
light from entering your home.

6.  Planting shrubs and trees, particularly on the 
south and west sides of your house in front of 

windows, can not only block the sunlight from entering 
the house, but can absorb the heat and help provide 
cool from their transpiration, or water loss from leaves. 
They also absorb much less sunlight and heat than 
other built surfaces (including your walls and roof), 
which radiate that heat day and night after a hot sunny 

Being Green and Healthy Living
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Liam Goeckner’s Eagle Scout Project benefited our 

back yard. Come see the new raised bed gardens 

and upated outdoor worship space. 

Thank you Troop 21!



L First United Methodist & First Congregational Church of West Chicago  L page 6

   
Loving 
GOD

Following 
JESUS

Serving 
OTHERS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
       OF WEST CHICAGO

Cal   endar

Sundays  10:00 am Worship
  11:00 am Fellowship

July Calendar
 3 6:30 pm Worship Hospitality
 10 6:30 pm Trustees
 17   Joyful Noise Deadline
  7:00 pm Church Council
 21 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast @ Egg Yolk
 23 6:30 pm Holy Kid Heroes VBS
 24 6:30 pm Holy Kid Heroes VBS
 25 6:30 pm Holy Kid Heroes VBS
 26 6:30 pm Holy Kid Heroes VBS
 27 6:30 pm Holy Kid Heroes VBS
 29 10:00 am Outdoor Worship @ Reed Keppler Park
 31 7:00 pm Finance Committee 
  11:00 am Fellowship

Jackson Hall Jenna LambertyDevin Teal 

Alex Nelson Alex Rayburn
Congratulations 
to our 
graduates!
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July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 July 29

Notes Communion Sharing Our Bless-
ings

Communion Noisy Cans

Flowers $10/
flower  
arrangement

Howard &  
Erlaine Born

Joyce Smith

Gsedl Family

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

* Please Sign Up *

Gsedl Family

* Please Sign Up *

Judi &  
Michael Horsley

* Please Sign Up *
Lay Reader Erlaine Born * Please Sign Up * Lucy Nelson * Please Sign Up * * Please Sign Up *

Hospitality 
Team

Morrie Teal

John Singh

Mel Wuest

Mason Dupasquier

Barbara Nelsen

Paul Dupasquier

Jennifer Dupasquier

Judy MacNerland

Tom Thomas

Dave Morrissey

Robin Morrissey

Linda Johnson

Greg Watts

Don DeRouin

Wen Jin Gsedl

Pastor Nancy

Linda Worthington

Nina Gsedl

Craig Christiansen
A/V Tom Thomas Catherine Chezem John Singh Paul Dupasquier John Singh

Sanctuary Setup Burt Andrews

Mike Horsley

Church of the Naz-
arene

Men’s Breakfast Tom Thomas

Gary Chezem

Howard Born

Brian Hendricks

Morrie Teal
Visitation V: Roberta & Gigi

C: Judi Horsley

B: Roberta Kent

V: Mike & Judi

C: Linda Johnson

B: Judi Horsley

V: Erlaine & Howard

C: Jenny Tracey

B: Donna Howard

V: Judy & Eileen

C: Judi Horsley

B:Susan Hall

V: Lana & Karen

C: Linda Johnson

B:Donna Howard

Communion Intinction Intinction

Nina Gsedl Sydney Moore Mason Dupasquier Matthew Dupasquier

Kayla Ann Born Lane Hass Jessica Lamberty Katelynn Tracey
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Pie Auction
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Pie Auction
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United Methodist & Congregational Women
Jenny Tracey  P    Hello friends, 

June is upon us and we are already half way through 
the year.

Thank you for your support for the  
World Thank Offering drive. We raised $200.

I also want to thank those that baked pies, cooked in 
the kitchen, served the meal, set up the tables, cleaned 
up after the meal, organized the fashion show, wrote 
a script, walked the runway, scraped adhesive tape off 
the wood risers, MC’d, bought a pie, and/or attended the 
Slice of Fashion dinner & pie auction. This was one of 
our best fundraisers, proceeds totaled $2,300. We could 
not have done this without you!

Now we are gearing up for our annual Rummage Sale. 
The choir room is now available for donations of your 
gently used items (please no electronics and large  
furniture). Now is the chance to clean out that closet 
or room that you have been putting things in to sort 
through another day. When I come across an item that 
I haven’t worn or used in a year, I put it aside for The 
Rummage Sale.

The Rummage Sale will be Friday August 10 and Sat-
urday August 11. Please contact me at 630-440-8006 
(call or text) to let me know if you have any time during 
the week of August 6-10 to help set up and organize the 
items for sale.

Thank you for your continued support! As always  
please let me know if you have any ideas that you would 
like to share.  P  
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If you have questions about any of the information in 
this report, I will be glad to give you more details.  You 
may e-mail your questions to me at 

roberta-kent@hotmail.com  
or call me at (630) 653-1692

Roberta Kent  P  Following is a summary of income 
and expenses for the first five months of 2018.  Income 
for the month of May was well below the budgeted 
amount.  This was primarily due to the fact that income 
from pledges and regular giving was $3,000 below the 
budgeted amount. We paid all bills but ended the month 
with a deficit of almost $2,500. We are still far behind 
on conference apportionments. Your continued financial 
support is greatly needed.

Senior Pastor:  Nancy Rethford
revrethford@gmail.com | (630) 360-0471 Cell

First United Methodist Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 915 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-3344 | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
www.FirstUmcUcc.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Friday | 8 am - 5 pm

First Congregational Church | Contact:
P.O. Box 458 | West Chicago, IL  60186
(630) 231-1306

Youth Pastor:   
   Leslie Singh | piepielac@yahoo.com
Music Director:  
   Ron Benner | choochooron@aol.com
Lay Leader (UMC):   
   Lana Runyan | grandmar96@hotmail.com
Church Council Chair:  
   Catherine Chezem
                | Catherine.Chezem@uscellular.com
Moderator (FCC):  
   Erlaine Born 
Administrative Assistant:  
   Lisa Marie Vogt | wegoumcucc@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:  
   Uwe Gsedl | oova92@me.com
Photography (unless otherwise noted):  
   Judi Horsley | judithhorsley@comcast.net
Custodian:  
   Jacob Vogt

$inancial Update...

CHURCH INCOME
Amounts Received:
 Contribution Income ............................................... $96,170.32
 Building Rental and Miscellaneous ........................... 5,372.60
 Transfer from Contingency Fund ..............................5,135.00
 Total Income as of 5/31/18 .........................$106,677.92
Other Available Funds:
 Cash Carried Forward From 2017 .....................101,171.24** 
 Total Available Funds ..................................$207,849.16

CHURCH OBLIGATIONS TO DATE
Amounts Paid:
 Staff Salaries and Benefits ....................................$59,438.84
 Mortgage Interest ..................................................... 12,496.94
 Building and Property Maintenance ........................ 9,675.34
 Utilities ..........................................................................7,548.77
 Other Building Expense (Includes Insurance) ........4,745.71
 Operating and Office Expense ....................................4,316.90
 Mission and Outreach ................................................. 4,649.41
 Ministry and Worship ..................................................1,341.19
 Principal Reduction on Mortgage ..........................106,116.76
 Total Amounts Paid as of 5/31/18 ...............$210,329.86
Amounts Outstanding and Unpaid:
 UMC Conference Apportionments ..........................$8,058.00
 Other Unpaid Bills ............................................................... 0.00
 Total Outstanding and Unpaid as of 5/31/18 ... $8,058.00
**Amount includes $100,000 for principal reduction on mortgage.
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